
 
 

 
By Warren A. Perrin, Chairman   November 2021 
 
 

Erath Memorial Evokes Memories of Eight Storm Victims, 
and One Man’s Promise to Honor Them 

This article by Ken Stickney appeared in The Advocate: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jackie Vincent talks about a plaque and painting, which remember 
the eight people killed with the Erath water tower collapsed onto 
city hall during Hurricane Hilda in 1964, that are displayed on the 
electric utility building at the site of the tragedy in Erath, La. 
Vincent’s son Robert, a former city councilman who passed away 
one year ago, worked to get a plaque installed memorialize the 1964 
collapse. 

https://www.theadvocate.com/acadiana/article_a06ad9fa-2e3b-
11ec-9f4b-6714f5d20634.html 
 

Visit Us, “Like” Us on Facebook, or Shop in Our Store! 

The Acadian Museum is open Tue-Fri from 1-4 pm and Saturdays 

from 10-noon. But you can also visit us online using the links 

below. For group tours, dial 337 456-7729. 

Website: www.acadianmuseum.com 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/AcadianMuseum 

Museum Store: www.acadianmuseum.com/boutique.html 
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SHARE THE GOOD NEWS! 
If you know anyone who’d like to get 
this newsletter, send their name and 
email address to darylinb@plddo.com.  
 
HELP PROMOTE THE CULTURE 

Your tax-deductible contributions1 can 
help fund these important projects: 

• Finding the lost location of our 
first Acadian settlement. 

• Transcribing and digitizing tapes 
of rare and valuable interviews. 

• Developing videos and podcasts 
for distribution online. 

• Promoting the French language 
and “immersion” programs. 

• Expanding and categorizing our 
holdings of cultural treasures. 

You can donate1 online or by sending a 
check to The Acadian Museum, P.O. 
Box 53597, Lafayette, LA 70505.  
 
UNSUBSCRIBE 
If you no longer wish to receive this 
newsletter, please send your request 
to darylinb@plddo.com. 
 
1The Acadian Museum is a Louisiana 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit. All contributions are tax-deductible. 

https://www.theadvocate.com/acadiana/article_a06ad9fa-2e3b-11ec-9f4b-6714f5d20634.html
https://www.theadvocate.com/acadiana/article_a06ad9fa-2e3b-11ec-9f4b-6714f5d20634.html
http://www.acadianmuseum.com/
http://www.facebook.com/AcadianMuseum
http://www.acadianmuseum.com/boutique.html
mailto:darylinb@plddo.com
https://www.acadianmuseum.com/New_Acadia_Project.html?AID=2013305120017
https://www.acadianmuseum.com/howtohelp.html
mailto:darylinb@plddo.com
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LOUISIANA/CAJUN NEWS 

Acadian Museum Launches New Website 
for Documentary and Book 

Warren A. Perrin, attorney, author and chairman 

of museum, is thrilled to announce the launch of 

a new website, olympicpowerweightlifting.com.  

The new site was created to tell the history of 

University of Louisiana weightlifting—as 

portrayed in the upcoming documentary The 

Ragin’ 13 and compendium book The University 

of Louisiana’s National Championship 

Weightlifting Teams—and U.L.’s amazing 

powerlifting teams, also winners of many 

championships. 

Travis Werner, Louisiana State Chairman, USA 

Powerlifting and Head Powerlifting Coach, 

University of Louisiana at Lafayette, wrote: “The 

Acadiana area is rich with success in the iron 

game - and all roads trace to the legendary U.L. 

weightlifting teams of yesteryear. As the proud 

descendant of these teams, we are honored to 

be included in this tribute.” 

On November 2, 2021 Edmond “Ed” Dugas, 

webmaster of the U.L. Athletic Network, lauded 

the new website as follows: “The advent of the 

new U.L. Weightlifting and Powerlifting website 

of Louisiana’s National Championship 

Weightlifting Teams is an outstanding addition to 

the athletic history of the university. We 

commend and congratulate Warren Perrin and 

the weightlifters who made the extensive effort 

to preserve this historical information in such a 

manner that it is available to the public now via 

the internet.” 

 

The site features a new Louisiana Weightlifting 

Hall of Fame. The web pages will make available 

details of the private screenings of the film The 

Ragin’ 13, provide upcoming showings at film 

festivals, list television programs that will televise 

the movie, and later have it available online for 

viewing and purchase. There will be a current 

schedule of upcoming book signings and 

PowerPoint presentations by its author. 

The documentary director of The Ragin’ 13 

Nicholas Campbell said, “Louisiana was 

the leader in the development of the sport of 

weightlifting and weight training when it was 

used sparingly by athletes until the 1960s. This is 

an important story of Louisiana sports history–

https://www.olympicpowerweightlifting.com/
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and a unique personal story for some of the 

lifters–that needed to be explored.” 

 Perrin said, “For example, when the LSU football 

team won the national championship in 1958 

LIFE magazine did a feature on it and it was 

stated that the weight training of the players 

played a significant role in the uncanny strength 

of their players. U.L. helped to lead this 

revolution in weight training by most athletes. 

U.L. set a national record by winning eight NCAA 

National Collegiate Olympic Weightlifting 

Championships in 13 years. The team’s first 

national championship was in 1957, led by 

national champion Walter Imahara (shown on 

book cover above) , which was the first for the 

University of Louisiana in its entire history.”  

Walter Imahara—the first Asian to graduate from 

U.L.—was ten times World Masters Champion, 

won the Pan American Games in 1967 and three 

National Collegiate Championships. Imahara won 

six Senior National Championships from 1962-

1968. He was one of the founders and president 

of the Masters weightlifting program for the US 

and internationally.  

Perrin, a member of three U.L. national 

championship weightlifting teams, noted, “The 

book will detail our teams incredible 

accomplishments, cover the Olympic Munich 

Massacre of 1972 and discuss our special 

relationship with the Tulane weightlifter David 

Berger, who was murdered by the Black 

September terrorists.” 

The Acadian Museum has invited visitors to 

explore the new website. Nearly all of the 

members of the U.L. teams were Cajuns/Creoles. 

To pre-order the book, call (337) 456-7729, email 

darylinb@plddo.com  or visit the website.  

Book Signings 

We are accepting invitations to give presen-

tations. Here are some scheduled talks: 

• November 20, Algiers Historical Society in 

Algiers, LA. 

• December 7, Lafayette Kiwanis Club, 

Petroleum Club at noon 

• April 11, SAGE seminar at the University of 

Texas, Austin Texas at 2:30 p.m. 

Volunteer of the Month 

Bonnie Broussard 

has been chosen as 

the “Volunteer of 

the Month”. 

Bonnie was born in 

Erath, La., attended 

Erath High School, 

graduated in 1961, 

enrolled at UL and 

graduated with a 

BS degree in 

French-Science 

education. She 

taught at 

Delcambre and 

Erath High Schools 

from 1964 to 1979. 

Later she worked for the Vermilion Parish 

Mosquito Control program as a biologist until her 

retirement in 2001. She has also served on the 

mailto:darylinb@plddo.com
https://www.olympicpowerweightlifting.com/books/university-of-louisianas-national-championship-weightlifting-teams/
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Vermilion Parish Tourist Commission for several 

years where she was involved with the La. 

Birding Trail, represented our parish at tourism 

trade shows in McAllen, TX and New Brunswick. 

She presently serves on the boards of the Giant 

Omelette Confrèrie, Les Chrétiens, the group that 

oversees the maintenance and development of 

the Bancker Grotto Memorial Park, and the 

Prairie Greg Drainage District. She was married to 

the late Johnny Broussard and is a proud parent, 

grandparent, great grandparent—and museum 

volunteer. 

Passing It On Workshop 

The Acadian Museum of Erath has been offered a 

grant by the Louisiana Folklife Program to put on 

a series of workshops.  

This is a unique opportunity to support 

Louisiana's traditional cultures in coastal 

southwest Louisiana parishes in the face of land 

loss. The funds are provided by the National 

Endowment for the Arts to support traditional 

culture. One of the ways we are doing this is to 

support Passing It On workshops for a tradition 

bearer to pass on a tradition within their own 

culture. This program is about helping the culture 

retain traditions.  So, this is more than simply a 

lecture, but rather experiential opportunities for 

deeper learning.   

We can support any tradition:  oral 

traditions/storytelling, traditional ecological 

knowledge/plant lore, performing traditions 

(music, dance, storytelling) and traditional arts 

and crafts (domestic, decorative, ritual, and 

occupational crafts), folklife expressions may 

concern religious traditions, festive traditions, 

occupational traditions, and foodways traditions. 

The workshops can be in any language, in-person 

or on zoom, and range from small groups to 

mini-apprenticeships.   

Please let me know if you'd like to nominate any 

person for a Passing It On workshops by sending 

an email to me at perrin@plddo.com or calling 

337-456-7729.  For more information see 

https://www.crt.state.la.us/cultural-

development/arts/folklife/bayou-culture-

collaborative/passing-it-on-workshops/.   

Acadian Museum Hosts Visitors 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visitors to the museum on October 28 included 

Jacob Murphy and his two children (left) Grace 

and Theodore. The father is teaching his children 

mailto:perrin@plddo.com
https://www.crt.state.la.us/cultural-development/arts/folklife/bayou-culture-collaborative/passing-it-on-workshops/
https://www.crt.state.la.us/cultural-development/arts/folklife/bayou-culture-collaborative/passing-it-on-workshops/
https://www.crt.state.la.us/cultural-development/arts/folklife/bayou-culture-collaborative/passing-it-on-workshops/
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to speak French. Their host/guide was Bonnie 

Broussard, volunteer of the month. 

October 29, was a very busy day at the museum. 

Valerie Deshotels organized a second visit by 15 

students from throughout the area who are 

being homeschooled. Since it was Halloween 

weekend I dressed as Beausoleil Broussard. 

 

They sat for a lecture by me on the Acadian 

Deportation and one by Richard Landry (he hosts 

a French table on the second and fourth 

Wednesday of the month) of Maurice who spoke 

about the importance of maintaining our 

heritage and culture. The visit lasted two hours. 

Before they left we presented each student with 

an Acadian flag pin. We then hosted an 

anthropology graduate student from Cornell 

University—and a native of Quebec — Xavier 

Robillard-Martel, who is researching the Cajun 

Renaissance which began in the mid-1960s to the 

present. He was very interested in many of over 

archival research materials including our series of 

scrapbooks which we have kept since 1990.  

Table Française (French Table) In Maurice 

Richard and Susan Landry sent this to me in an 

email: 

Where:  Musee a Maurice, 218  Chief H. Fred Ave. 

(one block behind the church in downtown 

Maurice, LA across from the cemetery). 

When:   2nd and 4th Wednesday of each month, 

10:00 AM. 

Please join us for informal fellowship and 

conversation in an effort to contribute our small 

part of preserving our language and culture.  For 

more information or questions, please call 

Richard Landry at 337-280-4288. 

Who Are the 10 Largest Acadian Families in 
Louisiana Today? 

My friend Attorney Maurice Bourque of 

Edmunston, New Brunswick asked an interesting 

question: Who are the 10 largest Acadian 

families in Louisiana today? 

 Here is the answer provided by Stanley LeBlanc: 

1) Hebert - 20,057 

2) Landry - 18,878 

3) Broussard - 17,381 

4) LeBlanc - 16,579 

5) Guidry - 14,726 

6) Fontenot - 13,865 

7) Richard - 12,746 

8) Boudreaux - 12,693 

9) Thibodeaux - 9,887 

10) Breaux - 9,470 

 

Read More at https://973thedawg.com/the-

most-common-cajun-last-names-in-louisiana/  

https://973thedawg.com/the-most-common-cajun-last-names-in-louisiana/
https://973thedawg.com/the-most-common-cajun-last-names-in-louisiana/
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Doug Kershaw Brought Cajun Music to a 
Wider Audience Over a Lengthy Career and 
He’s Not Done Yet 

This article by Sanford Nowlin appeared in the 

San Antonio Current: 

Legendary 

Cajun singer-

songwriter 

Doug Kershaw 

planned to tie 

in his October 

11 gig at San 

Antonio honky 

tonk The 

Lonesome Rose 

with his 

performance at 

the New Orleans Jazz & Heritage Festival. But 

the higher-profile — and likely higher-paying 

— New Orleans show evaporated when 

organizers scrapped the fest over COVID 

concerns. The 85-year-old musician kept the San 

Antonio engagement, figuring he’d rather play a 

Monday night than not at all. The /San Antonio 

show was capped at 100 tickets. 

You can read more here.  

Forum on Traditional Music of the 
Francophone World 

The Center for Louisiana Studies sent this: 

Co-Sponsored by the Center for Louisiana 

Studies, the Sorbonne, and the Society for 

Ethnomusicology's Special Interest Group 

devoted to francophone music, The Forum on 

the Traditional Music of the Francophone World 

was recently held. This virtual forum included 

papers about global francophone music, and 

pop-up performances from an impressive array 

of international musicians who sing in French.  

The traditional music of the Francophone world 

holds many treasures.  

Sadly, many of these riches have long remained 

unknown outside of France. This collection of 

papers seeks to promote greater awareness of 

the subject in the campuses of English-speaking 

academia. This forum was divided into four 

sections and addressed the following subjects as 

they exist in parts of the French-speaking world: 

diversity, the Francophone Afro-Caribbean, new 

directions in research, and recycling musical 

materials. Hopefully, the contribution of this 

forum was a step towards arousing curiosity and, 

with it, opening new areas of research.  

The entire event was recorded and is available to 

be seen on the website of the Center for 

Louisiana Studies. 

https://www.francomusicforum.org/  

Educational Publishing Company Tours 
Museum for Research 

On October 15, Elaine 

Lacarde Bourque and 

I hosted Amanda Die 

from Texas, who is 

doing an important 

project. The Louisiana 

Student Standards for 

Social Studies are 

currently in the final 

stages of approval 

with the Board of 

Education.  Currently, students learn about the 

history of Louisiana in 3rd grade and US history in 

4th and 5th grade.  Beginning next year, those 

Warren Perrin, Amanda Die 

https://www.sacurrent.com/sanantonio/doug-kershaw-brought-cajun-music-to-a-wider-audience-over-a-lengthy-career-hes-not-done-yet/Content?oid=27298935
https://www.francomusicforum.org/
https://media1.fdncms.com/sacurrent/imager/u/original/27298938/david_simpson_cajunzydecophotos_creative_commons.jpg


 
 

LA PAROLE NEWSLETTER Acadian Museum of Erath, Louisiana PAGE 7 

grade levels will change to studies of world 

cultures and civilizations with connections to the 

settlement of Louisiana.    

Amanda Die 

works for an 

educational 

publishing 

company 

creating new 

materials to 

support these 

changes.  The 

curriculum 

team is housed 

in Orem, Utah. 

In an effort to ensure they are researching, 

studying and creating content that represents 

various regions of Louisiana, she was tasked with 

gathering as much information as possible about 

the settlement of the state—including the 

Acadians. She visited our museums to verify 

content that is being created. Amanda stated: 

“We appreciate the opportunity to learn from 

credible sources by visiting your outstanding 

Acadian Museum. I was so impressed by your 

historical collection that I will return for a second 

visit in two weeks.” 

Preview: BeauSoleil in Norwood on Sunday 

This article by Todd Moe appeared in ncpr: 

 

The legendary Cajun and traditional Louisiana 

band, BeauSoleil avec Michael Doucet, is in the 

midst of a road trip through the Northeast. 

Doucet, a National Endowment for the Arts 

Heritage Fellow, founded the band more than 40 

years ago. It boasts two Grammys and ten 

Grammy nominations. Over the years, the band 

has toured North America, Europe, and 

performed on A Prairie Home Companion. 

Beausoleil’s sound includes hints of New Orleans 

jazz, blues rock, folk, swamp pop, country, and 

bluegrass. They even have a song written in 

quarantine about the Coronavirus pandemic. 

Todd Moe caught up with Michael Doucet to talk 

about their brand of Cajun music and the band's 

45th season on the road. 

Elaine Bourque, Amanda Die 

https://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/44686/20211020/preview-beausoleil-in-norwood-on-sunday
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FRENCH/ACADIAN NEWS 

Landscapes of Grand-Pré 

Acadian film director Phil Comeau sent this link 

to a beautiful slide show of Grand-Pré 

landscapes. The exhibit was created by 

Landscape of Grand Pré Inc. with the support of 

the Parks Canada Agency  Photos are by Simon 

d’Entremont, Adam Cornick, Parks Canada, John 

Robichaud, Jamie Robertson, Claude DeGrâce 

and Mark Davidson. 

More on the Landscape of Grand Pré and World 

Heritage can be found here 

whc.unesco.org/en/list/1404 

Acadian Cuisine of New Brunswick is 
Perfectly Rooted in French Tradition 

This article by Katie Machado appeared in The 

Travel.  

The cuisine in New Brunswick is the perfect 

balance of comfort, homestyle, and French-

inspired, especially when it comes to these 

dishes. On the border of the state of Maine and 

just to the northwest of Nova Scotia, travelers 

can find New Brunswick. This unique Canadian 

province is a popular tourist destination and not 

just for its scenic vistas. New Brunswick is home 

to a slew of flavors that meld together to create 

a perfect balance between traditional Canadian 

and French, which speaks to the volumes of the 

region's roots. 

The cuisine that can be found here is nothing if 

not decadent, fresh, and authentic. If Québec's 

food is French-influenced, then New Brunswick is 

French intensified. For a taste of the province's 

best dishes as well as its heritage, this guide will 

show visitors exactly where to start.  

https://www.thetravel.com/what-is-the-most-
popular-food-in-new-brunswick/ 

Take a Glimpse into How P.E.I.’s Acadian 
and Mi’kmaq Lived 300 Years Ago 

This article by Jessica Dora-Brown appeared in 

CBC News: 

A new exhibit at the Acadian Museum of P.E.I. 

showcases artifacts from centuries 

past discovered at four Island dig sites, and aims 

to shed light on what life was like on the Island 

300 years ago. 

It's called Unearthing the Past: Archeological 

Discoveries of Prince Edward Island and features 

tools that would have been used by the Acadians 

and the Mi'kmaq, as well as evidence of what 

people were eating and the way they lived. 

"You can find many 

artifacts that are 

made of iron that 

have degraded over 

time, but they still 

give a hint of what 

their use was," says 

Noella Richard, site 

director for the 

museum in Miscouche.  There are pieces of 

pottery, needles for sewing, tools for 

cooking and even remnants of shellfish and 

vegetation. Richard says the exhibit offers a 

glimpse into what life was like for the Acadians 

and the Mi'kmaq approximately 300 years 

ago. (Jessica Doria-Brown/CBC ) 

https://artsandculture.google.com/story/1wUxpEAudM68KQ?fbclid=IwAR2Sde0E1QAR1dkmt07UeCACTwRNAGXaHQFu6QXJuKaRPBxPpr-HJTn65_U
http://www.landscapeofgrandpre.ca/
http://www.pc.gc.ca/
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1404
https://www.thetravel.com/what-is-the-most-popular-food-in-new-brunswick/
https://www.thetravel.com/what-is-the-most-popular-food-in-new-brunswick/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/prince-edward-island/pei-exhibit-archeology-acadian-mi-kmaq-1.6220034
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School Immersion Programs Could Help 
Save French Language in Northern Maine 

This article by Hannah Catlin appeared in Bangor 

Daily News: 

Northern Maine has long been the epicenter of 

Acadian French, a variation brought to the 

region by French immigrants in the 17th and 18th 

centuries. Now, few Acadian children learn their 

ancestral language at home, and the dialect is 

endangered in its last U.S. stronghold. 

Dual-language French immersion programs in 

schools could be the answer to the decline of the 

language among young people in northern 

Maine, but educators will have to drum up public 

support and battle teacher shortages and 

decades of discrimination against bilingual 

students to get there. 

“I think this is a critical time, because we do still 

have many community members who are 

Francophone and we can pull from them as 

resources to support these programs, but in a 

generation or two we may not have that luxury,” 

Maine Department of Education Bilingual 

Programs Specialist April Perkins said. 

You can read more here. 

Heritage Tours 

Heritage Tours by Seitz Travel, which has worked 

with Claude Boudreau of Canada, is taking 

reservations for the following 2022 tours!   

German Coast Tricentennial Tour - May 11-29, 

2022 

Canary Islander Heritage Tour August 31 - 

September 13, 2022 

Malaguenos Heritage Tour June 29 - July 7, 2022.  

For more information visit www.seitztravel.com 

or call Cynthia at 985-991-6178. 

About Witches, Witch Trials, A Murder and 
a Haunted House 

This article by Artura Chang appeared in CBC 

News: 

Four Hair-Raising Acadian Stories to Keep You 

Awake on Halloween Night 

 

Historian and folklorist Georges Arsenault 

compiled a series of stories for a book titled 

Acadian Legends, Folktales & Songs from Prince 

Edward Island.  P.E.I.'s Acadian community has a 

rich culture of storytelling which has been passed 

down from generation to generation. No matter 

how old they are, some of the stories never cease 

to be haunting. 

As a young man, historian and folklorist Georges 

Arsenault compiled some such stories for a book 

titled Acadian Legends, Folktales & Songs from 

Prince Edward Island. The stories, which are 

drawn from interviews Arsenault did with some 

of the best storytellers in the Island's Acadian 

community combine the fantastical with some 

true facts. 

To read the entire article which includes some of 

the stories that appear in some version in 

Arsenault's book, click here. 

https://bangordailynews.com/2021/10/25/news/aroostook/school-immersion-programs-could-help-save-french-language-in-northern-maine-xoasq1i29i/
http://www.seitztravel.com/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/prince-edward-island/pei-acadian-legends-halloween-1.6225477
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/prince-edward-island/pei-acadian-legends-halloween-1.6225477
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LAGNIAPPE 

Judi Terzotis “Publisher of the Year” 

Congratulations to 

Judi Terzotis who was 

named Publisher of 

the Year by Trade 

Magazine. This article 

by Adam Daigle 

appeared in the 

Advocate: 

The Times-Picayune 

and The Advocate 

received a significant national honor Monday 

when the news industry’s leading trade 

publication named publisher Judi Terzotis as its 

publisher of the year for 2021. 

The magazine, Editor and Publisher, cited 

Terzotis' work leading the media company 

through Hurricane Ida and her success in 

producing a virtual, online Mardi Gras 

celebration when the COVID-19 pandemic 

canceled Louisiana’s signature event in February. 

It also praised her commitment to growing news 

coverage and expanding advertising options at a 

time when many media organizations are 

shrinking and pulling back. 

Times-Picayune, Advocate publisher Judi Terzotis 

named 'Publisher of the Year' by trade magazine | 

News | nola.com 

UMFK Welcomes New Acadian Archives 
Director 

The University of Maine at Fort Kent is pleased to 

announce the selection of Dr. Patrick Lacroix as 

the director of the Acadian Archives acadiennes. 

Dr. Lacroix began his new role on Oct. 4. 

“We are so pleased to 

have Dr. Lacroix join 

us,” said UMFK 

President Dr. Deb 

Hedeen. “A former 

Fulbright scholar, he 

has an extensive 

background of 

research and 

education on Acadian 

history throughout the Maritimes.” 

Dr. Lacroix earned his bachelor’s, master’s, and 

doctorate degrees in history at institutions 

throughout Canada and New England. He has 

published several pieces in publications such as 

the Canadian Journal of History, the Catholic 

Historical Review, and the Revue d’histoire de 

l’Amérique française. Earlier this year, he 

published a book titled, John F. Kennedy and the 

Politics of Faith (University Press of Kansas, 

2021). His second book, Tout nous serait 

possible: Une histoire politique des Franco-

Américains, 1874-1945 (Presses de l’Université 

Laval), is set to appear this fall. 

https://fiddleheadfocus.com/2021/10/20/news/

community/umfk-welcomes-new-acadian-

archives-director/ 

https://www.nola.com/news/article_1285b53c-2d2e-11ec-9b1e-67d0f1b80ee3.html
https://www.nola.com/news/article_1285b53c-2d2e-11ec-9b1e-67d0f1b80ee3.html
https://www.nola.com/news/article_1285b53c-2d2e-11ec-9b1e-67d0f1b80ee3.html
https://fiddleheadfocus.com/2021/10/20/news/community/umfk-welcomes-new-acadian-archives-director/
https://fiddleheadfocus.com/2021/10/20/news/community/umfk-welcomes-new-acadian-archives-director/
https://fiddleheadfocus.com/2021/10/20/news/community/umfk-welcomes-new-acadian-archives-director/
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Book French St. Louis 

Anne Craver sent this information regarding their 

new book French St. Louis: 

A gateway to the West 

and an outpost for 

eastern capital and 

culture, St. Louis 

straddled not only 

geographical and 

political divides but also 

cultural, racial, and 

sectional ones. At the 

same time, it connected 

a vast region as a 

gathering place of 

peoples, cultures, and goods. The essays in this 

collection contextualize St. Louis, exploring 

French-Native relations, the agency of empire in 

the Illinois Country, the role of women in 

"mapping" the French colonial world, fashion 

and identity, and commodities and exchange in 

St. Louis as part of a broader politics of 

consumption in colonial America. The collection 

also provides a comparative perspective on 

America’s two great Creole cities, St. Louis and 

New Orleans. Lastly, it looks at the Frenchness 

of St. Louis in the nineteenth century and the 

present. 

 

French St. Louis recasts the history of St. Louis 

and reimagines regional development in the 

early American republic, shedding light on its 

francophone history. 

Edited by Jay Gitlin, Robert Michael Morrissey, 

and Peter J. Kastor.  

 
To purchase the book: French St. Louis : Nebraska 
Press (unl.edu) 

Francophone Section of Louisiana Bar 
Association Helps Stop School Closure 

The Francophone Section of the Louisiana Bar 

Association is providing pro bono legal services in 

an attempt to keep the school board in 

Terrebonne Parish from closing a school which 

primarily serves Native Americans—many of 

whom still speak the French language. 

Historically, these of people were discriminated 

against under the Jim Crow laws and, like Blacks, 

prohibited from integrating segregated public 

schools. The two members of the executive 

committee Louis K Koerner Jr. and Jimmy 

Domengeaux are leading this worthwhile 

effort.  Here is the caption of the suit: Re: 

Opposition as filed Activity in Case 2:21-cv-

01144-CJB-DPC Billiot, et al v. Terrebonne Parish 

School Board et al Response/Memorandum in 

Opposition to Motion. 

Book Grandpa’s Old Photos 

Neal Bertrand sent this information regarding a 

beautiful book for anyone interested in World 

War II with many interesting photos: 

Curtis Bertrand returned from WWII in the South 

Pacific with 600 photos. These pictures, 

battalion journal entries, and near-death 

experiences add drama, adventure, and the 

reality of war.  

The reader will feel excitement and fear sailing 

through enemy waters and mourning when a 

buddy dies on a mission. 

Follow his photographic "breadcrumb trail" from 

the farm near Lawtell, to boot camp, overseas, 

and back home. Dozens of WWII aircraft with 

nose art, and photos of South Pacific natives.  

https://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/nebraska/9781496206848/
https://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/nebraska/9781496206848/
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https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1e3_1TAq

fqbTmeqthT0o0euhrhalhDoa2?usp=sharing  

See our books at CypressCovePublishing.com 

and DadsWarPhotos.com  

Investing in the Arts: ACA Grants Over 
$98,000 to Local Art Projects 

This appeared in the Daily Advertiser: 

Acadiana Center for the Arts and Louisiana 

Division of the Arts have announced 14 project 

grants for this year. 

AcA's annual fund Louisiana Project Grant has 

awarded $98,280 and was able to fully meet the 

financial needs of each selected project. For 

more than 25 years, LPG has been funding 

artists, non-profit art organizations, schools, 

government projects and more. AcA is proud to 

provide fully funded projects for the first time in 

several years. 

"We’re excited to provide most of the successful 

projects with their full requested amount, 

allowing each project to reach its full potential," 

AcA executive director Sam Oliver said in a news 

release. "The selected projects really display the 

diversity of the Acadiana region and meet the 

goals of the program to encourage meaningful 

community involvement and collaboration.” 

Lâche pas la musique en vermilion 

This program will be focused on music and 

teaching students how to play the fiddle in 

Vermillion Parish. The program will expand to 

Erath Middle School in Erath, J.H. Williams 

Middle School in Abbeville, Gueydan High 

School in Gueydan and continuing at the original 

location at LeBlanc Elementary. 

https://www.theadvertiser.com/story/news/202

1/10/22/aca-grants-over-98-000-local-art-

projects/6112151001/ 

United Nations in Austin November 17 

This email was received by my long-time friend 

and the former dean of the University of 

Moncton school of law Dr Fernand deVarennes, 

who is now with the United Nations: 

Bonjour Warren, 

I wanted to give you a heads up. I am 

conducting—as United Nations Special 

Rapporteur on Minority Issues a country 

mission— to the US from 8 November. One of 

the priority themes is education and language, 

and CODOFIL will have received an official 

invitation to make a submission to me on this 

theme, and to meet me in person or online when 

I am in Austin, Texas, on 17 November (or 

another possible date if only online). Could you 

find out it they have (it's done from Geneva)? 

You might also let them know they can do it in 

French or English if they do. I thought this would 

be an excellent occasion to highlight the 

situation of education in French in Louisiane. 

À plus tard! 

Fernand 
Dr Fernand de Varennes RP, 
Twitter: @fernanddev 
Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/UN.SRMinorities.RS

minorites.ONU 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1e3_1TAqfqbTmeqthT0o0euhrhalhDoa2?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1e3_1TAqfqbTmeqthT0o0euhrhalhDoa2?usp=sharing
https://www.theadvertiser.com/story/news/2021/10/22/aca-grants-over-98-000-local-art-projects/6112151001/
https://www.theadvertiser.com/story/news/2021/10/22/aca-grants-over-98-000-local-art-projects/6112151001/
https://www.theadvertiser.com/story/news/2021/10/22/aca-grants-over-98-000-local-art-projects/6112151001/
https://www.facebook.com/UN.SRMinorities.RSminorites.ONU
https://www.facebook.com/UN.SRMinorities.RSminorites.ONU
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Contes, Farces, et Foleries 

We received this from Dr. Dana Kress, French 

professor at Centenary College: 

“Mémère and pépère 

always spoke French with 

their friends, but they 

didn’t teach it to us kids... I 

can understand a lot, but I 

can’t speak it. I wish they 

had taught us.” 

Well, now pépère Marion 

Marcotte’s Contes, Farces 

et Foleries will teach you 

how to twist your tongue 

like a Cajun’s Cajun and you’ll [re]discover and 

laugh at the funniest, rowdiest, and rockin’est 

stories from the golden era of Louisiana music. 

For the first time, these tales have been gathered 

in book form and transcribed (with a superb 

English text on facing pages). But since these 

stories were meant first and foremost to be 

heard, the text comes with a CD of the original 

recordings so you can listen to authentic 

Louisiana French and learn to speak it with a 

fluency you never thought possible! Read the 

English, follow Marion Marcotte’s recording with 

the French text, copy the rhythm, accent and 

phrasing of his voice and do it out loud (better do 

this in your car!) In no time at all you’ll discover 

your inner Cajun. Mémère and pépère will be 

proud of you, and you’ll have a gift you can pass 

on to future generations of proud French-

speaking Louisianians. 

Contes, Farces et Foleries — Les Éditions 

Tintamarre 

www.editionstintamarre.com 

New $150 M Lafayette Airport Terminal to 
Open in January 

This article by Adam Daigle appeared in The 

Advocate: 

The terminal at the Lafayette Regional Airport 

could welcome its first flights early next year. 

Airport director Steve Picou and airport 

commission chair Paul Segura led media 

representatives and city and parish elected 

officials on a tour of the 120,000-square-foot 

terminal that is north of the 60,000-square-foot 

current one on Monday. 

The entrance is decorated by an Acadian flag, in 

beautiful stained glass. 

Acadiana Memories Resumes Gatherings 

We received this email from William Thibodeaux: 

I’m happy to report that Acadiana Memories has 

gotten the green light to resume our monthly 

gatherings beginning on Monday, November 8th. 

However, there are a couple of things we need to 

observe according to Hospice of Acadiana: “All 

attendees MUST enter through the front, main 

door and go through a screening process. 

Although the Governor has lifted the mask 

mandate, we are a licensed DHH facility and 

must still require Covid protocol to be followed.” 

 Once we’re seated in the conference room we 

can remove our mask if you choose to. I 

apologize for the inconvenience, hopefully it too 

will be lifted sooner rather than later.  

Acadiana Memories is located in the conference 

room of Hospice of Acadiana which is at: 2600 

Johnston St. Lafayette, La. 70503. For questions 

please call: 337 371 9011  

https://www.editionstintamarre.com/catalogue/contes-farces-et-foleries
https://www.editionstintamarre.com/catalogue/contes-farces-et-foleries
http://www.editionstintamarre.com/
https://www.editionstintamarre.com/catalogue/contes-farces-et-foleries
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Visit the Boutique / Get Cool Stuff ! 

 

Another way to support the museum is by 

visiting our online boutique and purchasing one 

of our books or other souvenirs. Our latest book, 

Seeking an Acadian Nation, traces the movement 

toward Acadian reunification starting in the 

1800s and continuing to the 1930s. Other titles 

and available souvenirs include: 

• Acadie Then and Now: A People's History 

with articles by Cajun and Acadian authors 

from around the world. This book won the 

Prix France-Acadie in 2015. 

• Acadian Redemption - From Beausoleil 

Broussard to the Queen’s Royal 

Proclamation by Warren Perrin. 

• A Century of Acadian Culture, Erath (1899-

1999) by General Curney Dronet. 

• The Foundations of Acadia by Richard 

Armstrong and Sara Beanlands. 

• Historical “picture books” on Vermilion, 

Iberia, and St. Landry parishes. 

• T-shirts, posters, and reproductions. 

Coming Soon: Acadian Museum TV! 

 

D.L. Menard at Lake Peigenur 

We are still hoping to release our own YouTube 

channel of Cajun and Acadian video treasures. 

But we need your help finding those treasures! If 

you want to help with this effort, please go to 

www.youtube.com, search for “Cajun,” watch a 

lot of the videos, and send us a link to the best 

ones (email rybernard@gmail.com).  

Here is just one of the videos that we are 

queuing up for your enjoyment: D.L. Menard 

playing outdoors at Lake Peigenur with the Rees 

Family Band.  https://youtu.be/9EHP2TV8Y4A  

Currently, scores of old VHS tapes held in the 

Acadian Museum’s collection are being 

converted to digital by Chris Segura at U.L. Once 

we have a critical mass of these videos ready for 

viewing, we will launch the Acadian Museum TV 

Channel. Stay tuned and meanwhile click here to 

help. 

 

https://www.acadianmuseum.com/boutique.html
https://www.acadianmuseum.com/Seeking_Nation.html
https://acadianmuseum.com/Acadie_then_and_now.html
https://acadianmuseum.com/redemption.html
http://www.youtube.com/
mailto:rybernard@gmail.com
https://youtu.be/9EHP2TV8Y4A
https://www.acadianmuseum.com/howtohelp.html

