
 
 

 
By Warren A. Perrin, Chairman March 2023  
 

Healing Traditions of Acadiana Returns to Bayou 
Vermilion District’s Vermilionville 

On Saturday, March 11 at 11 am, 

Healing Traditions of Acadiana 

returns to Vermilionville. The 

Lafayette Parish Master 

Gardeners Association presents 

“Modern Day Healing with 

Traditional Herbs.”  

Corrine Martin writes books and 

articles on medicinal plants and 

healing. She is a certified clinical herbalist, an amateur naturalist, 

an ordained Interfaith Minister, and a certified spiritual director. 

She recently retired from teaching holistic and integrative health 

studies at the University of Southern Maine School of Nursing. 

She will talk on healing with traditional herbs with an 

introduction to the medicinal plants used by traiteurs and other 

Louisiana healers that are used in conventional, herbal healing. 

For more information, contact Elaine Fucich, Marketing Director 

at (337) 233-4077 X205 or marketing@bayouvermiliondistrict.org 

 

Visit Us, “Like” Us on Facebook, Watch Us on TV, or Shop 
in Our Store! 

Website | Facebook | Museum Store | YouTube Video Channel 

The Acadian Museum is open Tues.-Fri. 1-4 pm and Sat. 10-noon 

or visit us online using the links above. For tours, dial 337 456-

7729 (weekdays) or 337 501-3049 (weekends or no answer). 

CONTENTS Page 

Museum News 2 
Louisiana/Cajun News 6 
French/Acadian News 14 
Lagniappe 19 
 

SHARE THE GOOD NEWS! 
If you know anyone who’d like to get 
this newsletter, send their name and 
email address to darylinb@plddo.com.  
 

HELP PROMOTE THE CULTURE 

Your tax-deductible contributions1 can 
fund these important projects: 

• Finding the lost location of our 
first Acadian settlement. 

• Transcribing and digitizing tapes 
of rare and valuable interviews. 

• Developing videos and podcasts 
for distribution online. 

• Promoting the French language 
and “immersion” programs. 

• Expanding and categorizing our 
holdings of cultural treasures. 

Donate online or by check to Acadian 
Museum, Box 53597, Lafayette, LA 70505.  
 

UNSUBSCRIBE 
To cancel your subscription, please 
email darylinb@plddo.com. 

STAFF: Darylin Barousse, Lafayette, Ryan 
Bernard, Houston, Mario Lagacé, Ottawa. 

SPONSORED BY: Francophone Section of 
the Louisiana State Bar Association 

1 Acadian Museum is a Louisiana 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit. All contributions are tax-deductible. 
 

 

mailto:marketing@bayouvermiliondistrict.org
http://www.acadianmuseum.com/
http://www.facebook.com/AcadianMuseum
http://www.acadianmuseum.com/boutique.html
https://www.youtube.com/@acadianmuseum
mailto:darylinb@plddo.com
https://www.acadianmuseum.com/New_Acadia_Project.html?AID=2013305120017
https://www.acadianmuseum.com/howtohelp.html
mailto:darylinb@plddo.com
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MUSEUM NEWS 

Book Talks/Special Events 

We are accepting invitations to give presenta-

tions. All talks are by Warren and Mary Perrin, 

unless otherwise noted: 

• March 2, 3pm, New Acadia Project, Terrebonne 

Parish Library, 151 Library Dr., Houma, LA 

• March 10, 8:30am, 4th Annual Culture and 

Leadership Day, LeBlanc Elementary School, 

Abbeville, LA 

• March 11, 2pm, New Acadia Project, Jeff Davis Arts 

and Tech Center, 137 N. Main St., Jennings, LA 

• March 18, 11am, New Acadia Project, Acadian 

Memorial Heritage Festival, 120 S. New Market St. 

St. Martinville, LA 

• March 20, 4pm, Cajuns: Then and Now, University 

of Auburn, Montgomery, AL 

• March 22, 10am, Who are the Cajuns?, Jean Lafitte 

Visitor Center, 419 Decatur St., New Orleans, LA 

• March 23, 5pm, Healing Traditions of South 

Louisiana and Queen’s Royal Proclamation 

University of Maine zoom talk (email us for link) 

• April 6, 3pm, Healing Traditions of South Louisiana, 
Parish Library, 151 Library Dr., Houma, LA 
 

• April 19, 11am, Making a Four-Meat Jambalaya, 

Jean Lafitte Center, 419 Decatur St., New Orleans 

• April 20, 6pm, Living Legends Ceremony: Gayle 

Breaux Smith and Elaine Larcade-Bourque, Regional 

Library, 6101 Johnston St., Lafayette, LA  

• May 2, 6:30pm, Acadie then and Now, Alliance 

Française, 1519 Jackson Ave., New Orleans, LA 

• May 11, LEH award, Bright Lights Awards, The Helis 

Foundation, John Scott Center, New Orleans, LA 

• May 17, 10am, 17th Century Acadians, Jean Lafitte 
Visitor Center, 419 Decatur St., New Orleans, LA 
 

• June 21, 10am, 18th Century Acadians,, Jean Lafitte 
Visitor Center, 419 Decatur St., New Orleans, LA 
 

• Nov. 16, 2023, 2:45-4pm, Royal Proclamation, 

Acadian Museum, 203 S. Broadway, Erath, LA 

Let Us Entertain You... Subscribe Now! 

 
Video: Zydeco Creole Music & Culture in Rural Louisiana. 

Here’s another great video on our YouTube 

channel by Nick Spitzer, anthropology professor 

at Tulane. Click on the photo above and then 

click Subscribe. In the past month, we’ve had 

over 100 new subscribers and for sure you can be 

one too. Click the photo now and Subscribe, 

before you forget! 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJmoIW_sEAJKqjxqCDknU5Q
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJmoIW_sEAJKqjxqCDknU5Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SsI96fvM8Ps&list=PL5R4AMfPFpUK1JLRKAKL2zSrqVE2sFihf&index=4


 
 

LA PAROLE NEWSLETTER Acadian Museum of Erath, Louisiana PAGE 3 

Recent Deaths 

Sadly, one of our museum volunteers, Deanna 

Soirez, passed away on February 4.  

Also, Living Legend Paul 

L. LeBlanc has died. Paul, 

a dedicated genealogist 

and computer expert 

who volunteered to help 

anyone, was born on 

May 5, 1946 and 

inducted into the Order 

of Living Legends in 

October 2013.   

We were saddened to hear that our dear friend 

and longest serving volunteer, Carlin Trahan of 

Erath died on Feb. 16.   

Carlin Trahan 

Mr. Trahan was a “jack-

of-all-trades” and could 

frequently be found 

fixing vehicles, lawn 

equipment, appliances, 

or other objects 

brought to him by 

family members and 

friends. He also made 

small repairs at Our Lady of Lourdes Church. He 

loved a challenge and was almost always able to 

figure out how to fix the items brought to him. 

He enjoyed reading about history and watching 

historical programs on television. Most of all, he 

loved his family with all his heart and delighted in 

visits from relatives and his many friends.  

Carlin was a member of Our Lady of Lourdes 

Council 3872 of the Knights of Columbus and of 

the A.J. Braquet Assembly 330 of the Fourth 

Degree Knights of Columbus. He also served as 

adjutant for the American Legion. For several 

years he was a member of the Twin Parish Port 

Commission. He served as a board member of 

the Acadian Memorial History Museum in St. 

Martinville. He was interested in genealogy and 

traveled to Canada for Le Congrès Mondial 

Acadien three times.  

Please keep him and his widow Elsie Faye in your 

thoughts and prayers.  They were longtime 

members of the Famille Broussard family group.  

Acadian Museum in the Schools 

We were delighted to receive this email from 

Amy Richards confirming that homeschooled 

children use our website for educational 

purposes.  

My name is Amy and I'm a teaching volunteer 

with Students For Research. I'm reaching out 

because we hope you can guide us to get in 

touch with the person who is responsible for this 

resource page  acadianmuseum.com/links.html 

 

As part of one of our research projects, our class 

has been learning about family bonding and the 

process of adoption, and your website was 

highlighted by one of our students. What an 

excellent list of resources! 

If you have not visited our website please do so 

and you will see a multitude of services, such as 

help with  genealogy, recent articles and 

historical data—with no advertising.  

Paul LeBlanc 

https://url.emailprotection.link/?bKncC-brRqMJ6TV0RJJ4Olz3o3tkhDG8mIWvlkxfPLRCjjw00Rl1kvfdHELBnhnWFQE4clkLfPgQQnnO59Mli1Q~~
http://www.acadianmuseum.com/
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Let Us Give a Talk 

Would you like us to come and speak to your 

group? Our website has a new page has been 

created to list the kinds of topics we regularly 

present to groups in Louisiana and surrounding 

states. Just pick a topic and a date that isn’t 

already booked on our event calendar here. 

 
 

Attending our New Acadia Project presentation on Feb. 
13 for William Thibodeaux’s Acadiana Memories series 
were Living Legends Allen Simon and David Faulk. 

Artifact Brought to Louisiana During the 
Deportation Now at Museum 

Thanks to Maddie Besse (left) for loaning this 

very rare object (whetting stone) which we 

placed on display in the museum’s Acadian 

Room. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is the first 
artifact of its 
kind in the 
museum, 
brought to 
Louisiana in 
1765 following 
the Acadian 
Deportation  
of 1755. 

https://acadianmuseum.com/presentation-topics.php
https://acadianmuseum.com/presentation-topics.php
https://acadianmuseum.com/presentation-topics.php
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Book Presentation a Success 

On January 28, Mary Perrin did a presentation on 

her book Healing Traditions of South Louisiana 

for Mavis Fruge’s French Table in Arnaudville.  

 

Mary Perrin and Mavis 
Frugé 

 

Shown are Leland LeBlanc (left) and Warren Perrin. 

Visitors to the Museum 

 

Mother (Mary Beall) and daughter (Mandy Parkes)  from 
California came for their first visit to Erath … their 
ancestors are from the Boudreaux and Vincent families. 

 

Visitors to the museum on February 24 were (L-R): 
Celeste J. Small and Anne L. Dormant, Mansura, LA; Lydia 
L. Haydel, St. Gabriel, LA; Estelle L. Hill Gonzales, LA; and 
Rachael L. Schexnayder, Vacherie, LA. They were hosted 
by our volunteer Boni Suire, who took the photo.  
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Museum Receives Grant from Americana 
Corner 

We received a confirmation from Americana 

Corner that the museum has received a 

Preserving American Grant. 

Congratulations — we are pleased to announce 

the Acadian Museum is a 2023 Preserving 

America grant awardee of $5,000. In honor of 

George Washington’s birthday, Americana 

Corner is awarding grant funding to 119 

organizations across 35 states. In closing, 

Americana Corner is happy to help your 

organization tell the incredible story of America’s 

founding era and its first century as a nation. 

Through our collective efforts, we further hope 

that the “love of country” – the Amor Patriae – 

will be rekindled in the hearts of all Americans.  

Tom Hand 

 
LOUISIANA/CAJUN NEWS 

Join a La Table Française Near You 

Locals around the area get together each month 

to share their experiences, speaking only in 

French. This is a great way to brush up on your 

language skills.  Please note some of the local 

French Table meetings: 

• Maurice: 2nd and 4th Wed. of the month, 10am, 

218 Chief Fred Ave, Maurice La. The meeting is 

held at Musee à Maurice, one block behind the 

church, across from the cemetery. 

• Broussard: 2nd Fri. of every month, 8:30-10 am, 

at the Valsin Broussard House, 408 W. Main 

Street, Broussard, La. 

• Arnaudville: Last Saturday of the month, 9:30-

11:30 a.m, Arnaudville Community Center, 291 

Guidroz St.. Mavis Arnaud Fruge, President of 

Saint Luc French Immersion and Cultural 

Campus, leads the table. La Table Française 

served as a benchmark for the creation of the 

Diversity Initiative for Cultural Inclusion (DICI) 

series. The event is sponsored in part by the 

Opelousas Rotary. Free. 

• Erath: La Table Française d' Erath  11:00 to 

noon starting Friday, March 17th at Erath City 

Hall. Thereafter, it will be held weekly on 

Fridays at the same time and location. 

If you know of a La Table in your area, please 

inform us by email info@acadianmuseum.com. 

mailto:info@acadianmuseum.com
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Acadian Memorial Hosts Events in March 

The Acadian Memorial at 121 S. New Market St. 

in St. Martinville has served as a monument to 

the Acadian people who sought refuge in 

Louisiana after being exiled from Acadie/Nova 

Scotia, Canada.  Since opening in 1996, 

thousands of visitors have been coming from all 

over the world, raising it to the status of a 

national monument. This month, the Acadian 

Memorial will be hosting two events.  

Acadian Memorial Heritage Festival Opening 

Reception/Social 

Date: Friday, March 17, 6 to 8 pm. Acadian 

Memorial Building  

Special Guest: L'Ordre du Bon Temps Members & 

Grand Masters (Order of Good Times), the first 

Social Club in North America, established in 1606 

at Port Royal, Acadia, by Samuel de Champlain.  

Also honoring the 2023 Acadian Festival Acadian 

families, the Vincents and Blanchards, plus an 

exhibition of Ceci Neustrom’s Acadian Heritage 

Series of art. 

Acadian Memorial Heritage Festival 
Date: Saturday, March18, 10am to 4pm at the 

Evangeline Oak Park behind the Catholic church.  

Food, drink, and craft booths will be open all day. 

The festival will include a showcase of historic 

Acadian stories, theater, educational video, 

speakers, art, demonstrations of cuisine, French 

language table lessons, music by Poisson Rouge 

and Petits Cajuns. 

Longfellow-Evangeline State Historic Site will 

have a chair caning demo, and exhibit of old toys 

and games, and a historic re-enactment of 

Acadians’ arrival in St. Martinville, LA with the 

honored Acadians of the festival, the Vincents 

and Blanchards.       

The Bayou Teche will be the place to watch the 

historic wooden boats on display.  Many lucky 

guests may catch a ride on the Bayou Teche. 

Join in listening or participating in an acoustic 

Jam Session from 3 to 4:30pm. 

The Ragin’ 13 Documentary Wins Film 
Festival Award 

The premiere of our 

new documentary, The 

Ragin' 13 was held 

during Cinema on the 

Bayou international 

juried film festival 

which showcased 

around 175 official 

selections. 2023 

marked its 18th year in 

operation by Pat Mire. 

The documentary won 

the Audience Award.  Here are the Judging 

comments on our film:  

Wow!  What a story and what a treat to present 

the world premiere of this film at Cinema on the 

Bayou for our Lafayette area audiences in 

celebration of the Lafayette Parish Bicentennial.  

This screening was particularly special because 

so many of the members of the University of 

Louisiana’s Olympic-style weightlifting team 

were in attendance, including Japanese prison 

camp survivor Walter Imahara, the team’s co-

founder.  That team went on to become the 

winningest American collegiate weightlifting 
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team of the 20th century.  And as the opening 

night audience made clear, it is indeed the 

“Audience Favorite.”  

The film Ragin’ 13, directed by Nic Campbell, tells 

the story of the record-breaking USL 

Weightlifting Team (eight national collegiate 

championships in 13 years) using the parallels 

between the lives of Japanese-American 

weightlifter Walter Imahara and Cajun 

weightlifter Warren Perrin. The companion book 

by Warren Perrin, shown above, can be 

purchased on the Olympic Power Weightlifting 

Site here. 

These are photos that were taken at the 

premiere. 

 

L-R: Walter Imahara, film director Nic Campbell, and 
Cajun Warren Perrin.  

 

Finn Galyean (left) 
played the role of 
Warren Perrin (right) 
as a young boy 
working out with 
weights in his 
workshop in Henry. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Shown are team members who attended the premiere: 
(front left to right) Joseph “Poss” Major, James R. 
Reinhardt, Ph.D., Michael Allen Williams, Jess Shows, 
(back row) Gerald “T-Boy” Hebert, Jay Trahan, Alvin 
Chustz, John Arceneaux, George Weatherford, Warren A. 
Perrin, Walter Imahara, Gene Hebert, and Joe Murry.   
Recent inductees into the Hall of Fame were Major, 
Reinhardt, Williams, Shows, Weatherford, Pat Stewart 
(not pictured above) Joseph Gaynor Burleigh 
(posthumously) and Louis Riecke, Jr. (posthumously). 

https://www.olympicpowerweightlifting.com/books/teams/
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Louisiana: A Cultural Gumbo for People 
Seeing Authentic Travel Experiences 

This article appeared in The Globe and Mail. 

 

Canadians have a passion for the southern U.S. 

travel spot known as the Bayou State. If only the 

British knew more than 260 years ago the 

magical place they would inadvertently be 

helping create with their Le Grand Dérangement, 

or Great Expulsion, of Acadian people from 

Canada’s present-day Maritime provinces. That 

decision – part of their military campaign against 

New France – led to a significant number 

migrating to Spanish Louisiana, where Acadians 

eventually became Cajuns. 

In Louisiana those Acadian roots are celebrated, 

with locals striving to preserve the authenticity 

of that culture. Cajuns are part of what Cody 

Gray, president and chief executive officer of 

Lafourche Parish’s Cajun Bayou Tourism, calls 

Louisiana’s “cultural gumbo.” 

All across this southern U.S. state, Cajuns blend 

with Creoles, who are more generally defined as 

individuals from European, African, Caribbean 

and Hispanic descent. That creates a cultural 

richness that helps make Louisiana such a 

colourful, soulful place to visit. 

“It is a mix of ethnicities and people from around 

the globe, but a major part of that is the 

Acadians,” Gray says. “That’s what founded this 

area and life down here as we know it.” 

To read the article, click here. 

Tricentennial of New Orleans as Capitol of 
the Louisiana Colony (1723-2023) 
 

The Louisiana Bar Association Francophone 

Section’s symposium held February 1 was a great 

success. The symposium examined the history of 

the Louisiana Colony, with a focus on the city of 

New Orleans. I had the honor of being the 

moderator. Here are some photographs I took of 

the participants and their presentation topics:  

 

“Civil Codes: Ten 
Interesting Things 
You Probably Didn’t 
Know” was 
presented by Tulane 
Law Prof. Vernon 
Palmer. 

 

 
“The Multiple 
Languages of the 
Louisiana Civil 
Codes” was 
presented by LSU 
Law Prof. Olivier 
Moreteau. 

https://www.theglobeandmail.com/life/adv/article-louisiana-a-cultural-gumbo-for-people-seeking-authentic-travel/
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Shown, left to right, are Maurice Hebert, Stacey Marcel 
and Louis Koerner, Jr. who participated in a panel 
discussion on mediations. 

 
Pat Campbell 
provided 
entertainment for 
the event. 

 
 
 
 

 
Shown (R) is Peggy Feehan, 
Executive Director of 
CODOFIL who spoke on 
“Recent Developments 
Between Louisiana and the 
Francophone World.” 

 
Mary Perrin gave a copy 
of her book Healing 
Traditions of South 
Louisiana to the 
participants. She is shown 
here with Howard Margot 
of The Historic New 
Orleans Collection who 
did a presentation on 
“The History of the Capitol 
of the Louisiana Colony.”  

 
 
Jason Berry, author 
and investigative 
reporter, who did a 
presentation on 
“Who was 
Bienville?” is shown 
with Mary Perrin. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NUNU’s Arts and Culture Collective 

 

To subscribe to NuNu’s Newsletter visit here or 

for details on upcoming workshops, click here or  

email information@nunucollective.org.  

https://nunuaccollective.homesteadcloud.com/
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/February-2023-news-and-events.html?soid=1102908922573&aid=uKqFG9UYhnw
mailto:information@nunucollective.org
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Lieutenant Governor Announces Events 

Lt. Governor Billy Nungesser sent us these notes: 

Seafood Cook-Off Moves to Lake Charles 

The 16th Annual Louisiana Seafood Cook-Off 

will officially move to Lake Charles for 2023. This 

year’s event takes place on Tuesday, June 27, at 

the Golden Nugget Lake Charles in partnership 

with Visit Lake Charles. 

The search is now underway for chefs to 

compete in the cook-off. Entrants must be an 

executive chef for a free-standing Louisiana 

restaurant belonging to the Louisiana Restaurant 

Association, a proud partner in both the 

Louisiana and Great American Seafood Cook-

Offs. Chefs interested in vying for the title 2023 

King or Queen of Louisiana Seafood can fill out 

the online entry form by the Friday, May 26, 

deadline. Information on previous cook-offs and 

updates on the event are at 

LouisianaSeafood.com. 

Eighth Marker Unveiled on Civil Rights Trail 

 

Lieutenant Governor Billy Nungesser stands with Carl 

Bridges, brother of Ruby Bridges. This marker at 

William Frantz Elementary School in New Orleans 

honors the legacy of Ruby's role on the integration of 

New Orleans schools in November 1960.  

A Louisiana Civil Rights Trail marker was unveiled 

March 2nd at 9:00 am on UL campus at the corner 

of Rex Street. 

Congratulations to Chef John Folse 

Chef John Folse—culinary professional, food 

historian, TV personality, restauranteur, and 

Louisiana culture bearer—has been named the 

Louisiana Endowment for the Humanities’ 2023 

Humanist of the Year. For a list of other award 

recipients, click here. 

Marquis de Lafayette Featured in The 
American Philatelist 

David Manuel sent us an email about his stamp 

collecting and noted that the February 2023 issue 

of The American Philatelist features an article 

about the Marquis de Lafayette.  In 2023, 

Lafayette Parish is celebrating its Bi-centennial, 

led by Dave Domingue. David also sent us this 

photo of his collection of stamps featuring the 

Marquis: 

 

https://url.emailprotection.link/?b0GxyGfMPK8uled7R9vzRdEemxn47SR96Lphs-Mb8aUVBWjx3eJAW_c7bqqyq9fNmlbNOnS5QzwvjwR_JYqQorxVbhNuQmSQBlaY7aUyYmK5QUdvPM79P_fo4DOrabrKhUzTjHnEoUbKkSlOnJzHduNgCiLxsT5M0j4uMOMtcHoh3mynzANQbxtmrrZNFL2QKxFXfgsY7I-bQo-PuoagKMTswuZ05346dW-nfi1_T22f7gzsslGolDh-L_KwV6EOu5A4LfUSS-Pxl_LCqF0n2_E_AUhG0me8pAX4O8LW7gCW8NR6_oj04hlam7sHL8VpTV5uR8gif6U6OjkFwNVKcSVV3WQW-cuKGpqhEsAoZP50rcxtdZ4tnmAXM75_i4qkRHwbF7_6Nm2lJ9FXlNkSmShmxjnGzIQs5kd9cJh98Mko~
https://url.emailprotection.link/?baWe0FXQQw8sV_HRZrIFKh7NPeKdaJgiiGj19Ar4XR_L2wi6yiRqDSK61dGmF56WnXirOnAJuaxrWPTCeAo4lxFbSUofH3oDvtvdo6skwDL5ZG2PRRNq3gsE8q5WDyoEm6s_qxeIXhEdcw7BwxSl7IMq98v9PGcekhTua7OCud2mc8S0i5hwdNqgkNlHrN169M_60-04NRnhI7tfNwb5-hH4npKN_nv0O45zE86UwCCd1Be6H2mQ8czaP50OXQEH_RydLny8xe6lAAY16Eh-cL6S4RuNIHwnEx5JZYXbqlRxReH0pQAubiu61Wg959tmcmu67IaOEtgK27VFcQx87EJ4vUgmo2cErXUdQle3VoE2rMWcEvx91NlafmI0N9JrUT0yWyGQM6l-TCeTr907t_DkTNgBGPOnmaIbzJyfv-Lg~
https://leh.org/news/announcing-the-2023-humanities-awards-winners/
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“Breaking Barriers” Book Discussion 

Louisiana’s Old 

State Capitol Book 

Club will hold a 

discussion on 

March 25 on Jude 

Freddie Pitcher, 

Jr.’s book Breaking 

Barriers: Views 

from the Bench. For 

more details, click 

here. 

TV Producer Streams Culture Worldwide 

This article by Colin Campo appeared in The 

Courier: 

 

A Houma TV producer is taking the unique 

culture of the Houma-Thibodaux area and south 

Louisiana to a broader audience. The Cajun 

Culture Channel, the product of Houma native 

Jaime Johnson, is found on the online streaming 

platform Simul TV, Channel 39. The online 

channel focuses on all things Cajun and has two 

shows with local hosts. 

One show, "Mystic Bayous," is in its second 

season and stars two Houma brothers, Frank and 

Benton Lavoi, who search for the paranormal. 

Another series called "Contemporary Creole," 

which just began filming, will star artist Sabina 

Miller of Thibodaux. 

To read the article, click here. 

Les Amis Du Franҫais En Vermillon Receives 
Donation from Confrérie D’Abbeville 

Confrérie d’Abbeville, a member of the 

international fraternity of French-speaking areas 

of the world promoting French language and 

heritage, recently donated $500 to Les Amis du 

Français en Vermillon (Friends of French in 

Vermilion), a non-profit organization dedicated 

to the preservation and promotion of French 

language, heritage and culture, and to the 

continued success of French education in 

Vermilion parish.  

 

Les Amis du Français en Vermillon director Layla 
Melancon is pictured receiving the check. 

Confrérie d’Abbeville’s donation will be used to 

provide enrichment opportunities and cultural 

learning experiences for Vermilion parish French 

students, as well as opportunities for them to 

engage with their heritage.  Les Amis du Français 

https://louisianaoldstatecapitol.org/exhibits-events/old-state-capitol-book-club-breaking-barriers-a-view-from-the-bench
https://louisianaoldstatecapitol.org/exhibits-events/old-state-capitol-book-club-breaking-barriers-a-view-from-the-bench
https://www.houmatoday.com/story/entertainment/local/2023/02/07/houma-tv-producer-streams-louisianas-cajun-culture-to-the-world/69869446007/


 
 

LA PAROLE NEWSLETTER Acadian Museum of Erath, Louisiana PAGE 13 

en Vermillon, a parent and community 

organization, promotes all things dealing with 

the Francophone cultures in Vermilion parish, 

and in turn provides support for French learning 

in the parish. For information on membership or 

donating to help provide Vermilion parish 

students with French cultural activities, email the 

Director, Layla Melancon, at 

vermilionfrench@gmail.com. You can “follow” 

their Facebook page to stay connected and see 

our website for more details. 

Curious Louisiana: How Many People 
Speak Cajun French in Our State? 

This article by Ken Stickney appeared in The 

Advocate. 

 

Kindergarten teacher Sandrine Pouzache teaches at 
École Saint-Landry, a new French immersion charter 
school (photo by Leslie Westbrook). 

When Taylor Townsend learned she needed four 

courses in a foreign language as part of her 

history degree requirements at the University of 

Louisiana at Lafayette, the junior jumped in with 

both feet by minoring in French. So she wrote 

Curious Louisiana to ask, “How many people 

speak Cajun French?” The best answer, 

according to many experts, is nobody knows. 

To read the article, click here. 

Acadiana Center for the Arts 

Spotlight on St. Landry Parish 

 

Experience the arts at Student Arts Expo with 

performances and visual arts exhibitions from St. 

Landry Parish public schools! 

For more details, click here. 

Nous Foundation Plans a Grand Opening 
Gala for French Culture in New Orleans 

We received this from Scott Tilton: 

The Nous Foundation is getting ready to open 

the doors of its cultural center, which will be 

hosted at the Historic BK House & Gardens (1113 

Chartres Street) in the French Quarter. Our 

grand opening gala will take place on March 9 

(from 5-9:00 pm), offering a phenomenal 

evening with catering by Jacques Imo’s and 

music by the Louisiana Philharmonic Orchestra. 

The opening of our cultural center will be a 

historical milestone as this event will allow us to 

unveil the first permanent exhibition in New 

Orleans dedicated to the history of Louisiana’s 

French & Creole-speaking cultures. You may 

purchase your tickets at: https://www.nous-

foundation.org/institute.  

Founded in 2020, the Nous Foundation is a 

nonprofit cultural organization dedicated to 

French & Creole across Louisiana and the United 

States. Learn more about our mission and 

programs on our website. 

mailto:vermilionfrench@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/LesAmisDuFrancaisEnVermillon
https://acadianmuseum.com/lesamis.html
https://www.theadvocate.com/curious_louisiana/curious-louisiana-how-many-people-speak-cajun-french-in-our-state/article_947551b6-a982-11ed-b305-d7c4959e9102.html
https://www.facebook.com/events/581720663399261/?acontext=%7B%22ref%22%3A%2252%22%2C%22action_history%22%3A%22%5b%7B%5C%22surface%5C%22%3A%5C%22share_link%5C%22%2C%5C%22mechanism%5C%22%3A%5C%22share_link%5C%22%2C%5C%22extra_data%5C%22%3A%7B%5C%22invite_link_id%5C%22%3A877208370185166%7D%7D%5d%22%7D
https://url.emailprotection.link/?bu1LUIcATxVbrR9Os4_aAilunxKuhJOuZXQOWhPZQAy9Jg5-j1uq7ZM4lGRaTJfzneH3yzIpjMRa8FHjccUyHww~~
https://url.emailprotection.link/?bu1LUIcATxVbrR9Os4_aAilunxKuhJOuZXQOWhPZQAy9Jg5-j1uq7ZM4lGRaTJfzneH3yzIpjMRa8FHjccUyHww~~
https://www.nous-foundation.org/
https://www.nous-foundation.org/
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FRENCH/ACADIAN NEWS 

Actress and former Senator Viola Léger, 
Best Known as La Sagouine, Dies at 93 

This article appeared in Alaska Highway News: 

 

Actress and teacher Viola Leger receives the 

Lifetime Artistic Achievement Award for Theatre 

and shakes hands with Governor General David 

Johnston during a ceremony of the Governor 

General's Performing Arts Awards at Rideau Hall 

in Ottawa, May 31, 2013. (Photo: The Canadian 

Press/Fred Chartrand). Ms. Leger was appointed 

to the Senate in 2001 by then Liberal Prime 

Minister Jean Chretien, serving as a 

representative of New Brunswick until 2005. 

To read the article, click here. 

Acadian History 

This article by Don Boudrot appeared in The 

Reporter: 

In 1755, 6,000 to 8,000 Acadians were deported 

to the American colonies along the Atlantic coast 

from Massachusetts to South Carolina.  Some 

made their way to Louisiana to live with the 

French settlers there. Some of the American 

colonies refused to take the Acadians so they (at 

least the ones who survived) were shipped to 

England. Some of those who escaped 

deportation hid out in the woods of Acadia, only 

to be later captured and deported. Many moved 

westward to areas still held by the French, from 

Île St. Jean to Quebec. 

To read the article, click here. 

We Are Not Savages 

Daniel Paul’s latest book We Are Not Savages (on 

Mi’Kmaq people) received an excellent review 

from Professor Geoffrey Plank: 

We Were Not the Savages is something rare and 

wonderful, a comprehensive history of an 

indigenous American people, written by a 

member of the nation, covering in detail the 

times before European colonisation, the brutal 

period of conquest, and the struggle for justice 

that continues to the present day. The book is 

disarmingly and engagingly written. Every story 

within it is either carefully documented with 

citations to archival material or scholarly 

sources, or else deeply informed by Paul’s 

personal experience and what he has learned 

from his neighbours. Those of you who have read 

earlier editions of this book should pick up this 

one. Paul has thoroughly rewritten the book, 

updating the scholarship, adding personal 

material, and carrying the story forward to the 

present day. Our understanding of the history of 

north-eastern North America has been 

transformed since the publication of the first 

edition of We Were Not the Savages. Especially in 

Nova Scotia, the impact of that transformation is 

visible on the landscape. If you want to 

https://www.alaskahighwaynews.ca/national-news/actress-and-former-senator-viola-leger-best-known-as-la-sagouine-dies-at-92-6452917
https://porthawkesburyreporter.com/acadian-history-2/
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understand what’s happened, you need to read 

the fourth edition.  

Further good news: Daniel says that he has 

completed his cancer treatments and he is 

anticipating a good prognosis. 

Mi-Carême (Mid-Lent Celebration in 
Acadie) 

On the fourth Thursday of Lent, Acadie 

celebrates Mi-Carême. According to Georges 

Arsenault, author of Acadian Mi-Carême Masks 

and Merrymaking, the traditional mid-Lenten 

break of Mi-Carême “gave people the chance to 

really enjoy themselves for a day, and even 

longer in some communities.” Georges 

continues, “Although the middle of lent falls on 

the fourth Thursday after Mardi Gras, the origins 

of Mi-Carême remain unknown. According to 

some historians, it developed during the seventh 

or eighth century. [And this] tradition eventually 

crossed the Atlantic Ocean and was preserved by 

the Acadians. ““Many people took advantage of 

Mi-Carême to break Lent, in other words, to take 

a break from their penitences and even indulge 

in such things as card games, music, dancing, 

sweets, and other foods that one had to give up 

for Lent. And, of course, there was the annual 

masquerade of the mummers or Mi-Carêmes 

who went visiting from house to house.” For 

more information: micareme.com www.acadian-

home.org/Georges-Arsenault . 

Nova Scotia Awards $80,000 to Musée des 
Acadiens des Pubnicos 

This article by Caroline Lévesque appeared on 

Radio-Canada: 

 

Bernice d'Entremont, Director of the Musée des Acadiens 
des Pubnicos 

The Government of Nova Scotia is providing 

$80,000 to the Musée des Acadiens des Pubnicos, 

located in West Pubnico. 

This grant is specifically targeted at the 

museum's Research Centre and was provided 

last week by the Department of Communities, 

Culture, Tourism and Heritage. 

The objective is to modernize the Centre de 

recherche Père-Clarence-d'Entremont. 

It means above all preparing for the Congrès 

mondial acadien in 2024 and putting information 

on genealogy so that people can come and see 

us, says Bernice d'Entremont, director of the 

Musée des Acadiens des Pubnicos. She 

contributed a nice article for our book Acadie 

Then and Now. 

To read the article, click here. 

http://www.acadian-home.org/Georges-Arsenault
http://www.acadian-home.org/Georges-Arsenault
https://ici.radio-canada.ca/nouvelle/1956271/musee-acadiens-pubnicos-financement-centre-recherche-modernisation
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Cape Breton Project Ensuring Rich Acadian 
Heritage is Not Forgotten 

This article by Steve Macinnis appeared on 

Saltwire: 

 

Since moving to Cape Breton about a year ago, 

Joanna and Charlie Teljeur have become so 

enthralled with the Acadian culture they have 

launched the Acadian Project in a bid to learn 

more and to preserve the culture. The couple is 

searching for island Acadians to tell their stories. 

A chance meeting a year ago at a grocery store in 

St. Peter’s was the spark for two newly arrived 

residents of Cape Breton to embark on a journey 

aimed at learning about and preserving the 

Acadian culture. 

Joanna and Charlie Teljeur arrived in Cape 

Breton about a year ago and have now settled 

into the small community of French Cove, near 

Sampsonville, Richmond County. 

To read the article, click here. 

Jeep Driven by New Brunswicker in WWII 

This article appeared on Radio-Canada: 

 

Phyliss Roy would have liked her father to see 

again the jeep he drove in the Netherlands 

during the Second World War and on which he 

had engraved his name. During the Second 

World War, a young soldier from New Brunswick 

drove a jeep to the Netherlands where he was 

deployed. Recently, the Dutch owner of the 

vehicle was reunited with the Campbellton 

veteran's family, nearly 80 years later. 

At his home in the Netherlands, Nick Obdam was 

driving his old military jeep when a ray of 

sunlight revealed an inscription engraved on the 

steering wheel: "Buck Cyr, Campbellton, NB." 

 
PHOTO: FACEBOOK/NH NEWS 

It was the steering wheel of this jeep that Buck 

Cyr had engraved his name, which 80 years 

later allowed the owners to find his family. 

To read the article, click here. 

https://www.saltwire.com/atlantic-canada/lifestyles/cape-breton-project-ensuring-rich-acadian-heritage-is-not-forgotten-100828038/
https://ici.radio-canada.ca/nouvelle/1957425/veteran-seconde-guerre-mondiale-voiture-hollande
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Meteghan’s Old Acadian House Wins 
$10,000 Prize 

This article appeared on Radio-Canada: 

 

Le bâtiment patrimonial construit en 1796 a grand 
besoin de rénovations. 

La Vieille Maison acadienne de Meteghan en 

Nouvelle-Écosse vient de remporter 

10 000 dollars, qui vont servir à financer des 

rénovations sur le bâtiment vieux de 227 ans. 

Ce site acadien a pris la deuxième place du Beau 

sauvetage, un concours organisé par la Fiducie 

nationale du Canada. Les prix en argent sont 

destinés à aider des communautés à sauver un 

lieu du patrimoine qui importe, selon le site 

Internet de cet organisme de bénéficience qui se 

consacre aux lieux historiques et patrimoniaux. 

English Version: 

The heritage building built in 1796 is in dire need 

of renovation.The Old Acadian House in 

Meteghan, Nova Scotia, has just won $10,000, 

which will be used to finance renovations to the 

227-year-old building. This Acadian site took 

second place in the Beau sauvetage, a contest 

organized by the National Trust for Canada. The 

cash prizes are intended to help 

communities save an important heritage place, 

according to the website of the charity dedicated 

to historic and heritage sites. 

Cajun Historian Tells Story of Acadian 
Veterans in Podcast 

This article appeared on Radio-Canada: 

 

L'ancien combattant acadien Charlie Muise et Jason 
Theriot lors de leur rencontre.  

Jason Theriot, historien cajun, raconte dans des 

balados l'histoire d’anciens combattants 

acadiens de la Seconde Guerre mondiale pour 

préserver leur mémoire et retranscrire leur 

expérience particulière de ce conflit. 

Après 20 ans à se consacrer à la récupération de 

témoignages d’anciens combattants cajuns de la 

Seconde Guerre mondiale pour les partager 

notamment sous forme de balado, Jason 

Theriot, avocat et historien cajun, s’intéresse 

désormais au sort des Acadiens. Selon lui, les 

expériences du conflit par les Cajuns et leurs 

cousins acadiens ont été similaires du fait de la 

langue. Environ 24 000 Acadiens ont servi dans 

l’armée pendant la Seconde Guerre mondiale. 

Aujourd'hui, il ne sont plus qu’une poignée à être 

encore en vie. En octobre dernier, Jason Theriot 

est venu en Acadie depuis le Texas où il habite 

désormais. Il a rencontré trois anciens 

combattants: Roger Babineau et Camille LeBlanc 

à Moncton et Charlie Muise à Yarmouth. 
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English Version: 

Cajun historian Jason Theriot tells the stories of 

Acadian veterans of the Second World War in 

podcasts to preserve their memory and 

transcribe their unique experience of this 

conflict. After 20 years of recovering the 

testimonies of Cajun veterans of the Second 

World War to share them in the form of a 

podcast, Jason Theriot, a Cajun lawyer and 

historian, is now interested in the plight of the 

Acadians. According to him, the experiences of 

the conflict by the Cajuns and their Acadian 

cousins were similar because of the language. 

Approximately 24,000 Acadians served in the 

army during the Second World War. Today, only 

a handful are still alive. Last October, Jason 

Theriot came to Acadia from Texas where he 

now lives. He met three veterans: Roger 

Babineau and Camille LeBlanc in Moncton and 

Charlie Muise in Yarmouth. 

To read the article, click here. 

Lumina arrive a Bouctouche, NB 

On peut regardez ce vidéo sur YouTube: 

     

Le Pays de la Sagouine inaugurera à l’été 2023 un 

parcours nocturne enchanté Lumina sur son site 

à Bouctouche, au Nouveau-Brunswick. Créé par 

le studio de divertissement multimédia 

montréalais Moment Factory, le sentier 

lumineux et immersif sera le 18e de la série et 

constituera une première au Canada Atlantique. 

Cliquez ici pour voir le video. 

Louisiana Girl Does Good in Saskatchewan 

Alan Broussard sent this information to us about 

his daughter Rachel: 

Our daughter Rachel, our baby, has lived, 

studied and worked in Saskatoon , 

Saskatchewan the past seven years. She bought 

a home in Saskatoon last fall and she married her 

Saskatchewan beau this past summer. She is an 

artist and active civically in her field in the 

community. For her contribution to the arts in 

Saskatoon she was recently honored.   She was 

nominated by a city councilman that she served 

on a community gallery BOD with.  

 

Rachel Broussard is seen in the photo receiving her Silver 
Jubilee Platinum Medal from Rusty Mirasty the 
Lieutenant Governor of Saskatchewan.  

https://ici.radio-canada.ca/nouvelle/1959200/ancien-combattant-seconde-guerre-mondiale-wwii-cajun-acadien-nb-ne
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6-k8C9Q5py0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6-k8C9Q5py0
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LAGNIAPPE 

Zuschlag Named Chair for One Acadiana 

This article by Adam Daigle appeared in The 

Advocate: 

Blaise Zuschlag with Acadian Companies will be 

the chair for 2023 for One Acadiana, which 

announced its leadership appointments for the 

year. The economic development organization 

and chamber of commerce announced its 

officers Monday as Charles Fenstermaker with 

Fenstermaker ended his term as chair and moves 

into the role of immediate past chair. Zuschlag, 

vice president and chief administrative officer 

with Acadian, will lead the board in its focus on 

business development, policy and membership 

initiatives. 

Louisiana’s Old State Capitol Upcoming 
Exhibits and Events 

National Conventions 

began in the mid-

1800s to select 

Presidential candidates 

for each political party. 

Over time they took on 

the role of celebrating 

a predetermined candidate rather than the 

choosing of a candidate. This exhibit examines 

national conventions’ flair for spectacle, the early 

years of intrigue and the process of what goes 

into organizing a convention. The exhibit features 

various historical artifacts from National 

Conventions including political cartoons, clothing 

and other memorabilia.Now on display through 

December 15. 

Musical theater in the United States has engaged 

with political topics from its early days. From 

George and Ira Gershwin’s “Of Thee I Sing” to 

Lin-Manuel Miranda’s “Hamilton: An American 

Musical,” the intersection between 

entertainment, politics and patriotism presents 

an emotionally powerful combination for 

theatergoers. This small panel exhibit is located 

in the second floor rotunda. Now on display 

through March 18. 

Cajun Comic Relief Will Feature Acadiana 
Mayors Performing Stand-Up Comedy 

This appeared on KADN News 15 here: 

The 32nd annual Cajun Comic Relief tickets are 

on sale at Eventbrite or by calling 337-298-9717. 

The show takes place March 4th at Angelle Hall 

on UL's campus, and tickets cost $30 per person. 

Proceeds benefit Love of People charity. 

Click here to view. 

Kevin Naquin Featured in OffBeat 

This article by Dan Willging appeared on 

offbeat.com 

Kevin Naquin’s previous two albums, 2014’s No 

Guarantees and 2018’s Man in the Mirror were 

somewhat progressive as various songs from the 

canon of American popular music were fused 

with his Cajun accordion. Since Mirror, Naquin’s 

last remaining grandfather Herman Deshotel 

passed away, which conjured memories of 

playing traditional favorites at family gatherings. 

That led to the realization that being a cultural 

preservationist took priority over keeping pace 

with his envelope-pushing contemporaries. 

To read the entire article, click here. 

https://www.kadn.com/video/cajun-comic-relief-will-feature-acadiana-mayors-performing-stand-up-comedy/video_4bb11bf7-b633-5603-ade7-e461b8f101e0.html
https://www.offbeat.com/music/kevin-naquin-cajun-preservation-la-musique-traditionnelle-debranchee-swallow-records/
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Evangeline Reconsidered 

Veni Harlan’s Evangeline Reconsidered got a rave 

review in the inRegister magazine: 

 

To read the article, click here. 

Film Tells Story of Acadian Pioneer Dugua  

Christine Igot sent us this information: 

The presentation of the French film on Dugua de 

Mons here in Annapolis Royal at King’s Theatre 

was a success. 

This 50-minute French documentary tells the life 

of this merchant and explorer who built the 

Habitation in Port-Royal and is responsible for 

the birth of French language and culture here 

and in Canada. 

King’s Theatre has decided to LiveStream the 

event to the Internet. However, please watch the 

film as soon as possible because it will be 

removed on March 8. 

To view this fabulous presentation, click here. 

What are the Differences Between Cajun 
and Creole Cuisines? 

This article appeared on tastingtable.com: 

 

Jambalaya. Gumbo. Shrimp bisque. Grillades. 

Crawfish boil. Beignets. Much of the cuisine of 

New Orleans and Louisiana is famous across the 

world, in part because of its depth of flavor, 

intriguing blend of cultural influences, and 

comforting one-pot recipes. Overall, the focus 

tends to be on fresh ingredients, including local 

seafood, herbs, and spices, as well as meats like 

chicken and pork. And bubbling away in many 

dishes is what's known as the New Orleans "Holy 

Trinity" of onions, celery, and green peppers. In 

fact, you might find this in dishes ranging from 

the sultry bayous to the prairie heartlands to the 

carnival streets of New Orleans. 

Some Louisiana recipes have rustic origins, such 

as the swamplands classic of grilled alligator. 

Others, like oysters en brochette, have a more 

cosmopolitan vibe, developed by cooks in the 

Crescent City from the 18th century onwards. In 

fact, Louisiana cuisine actually comes from two 

different cultural traditions — Cajun and Creole. 

And while there is an overlap, the distinctions are 

worth knowing as they can deepen your 

appreciation of this region's incredible cuisine. 

So, what exactly is the difference between Cajun 

and Creole food? To read the article, click here. 

https://www.inregister.com/culture/evangeline-reconsidered
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zXZ61F7Fz6k
https://www.tastingtable.com/1198830/what-are-the-differences-between-cajun-and-creole-cuisines/
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Visit the Boutique / Get Cool Stuff ! 

 

Another way to support the museum is by 

visiting our online boutique and purchasing one 

of our books or souvenirs. Here’s just an example 

of what you will find: 

• Acadie Then and Now: A People's History with 

articles by Cajun and Acadian authors from 

around the world. 

• Acadian Redemption - From Beausoleil 

Broussard to the Queen’s Royal Proclamation 

by Warren Perrin. 

• Healing Traditions of South Louisiana by Mary 

Perrin and Beverly Fuselier. 

• A Century of Acadian Culture, Erath (1899-

1999) by General Curney Dronet. 

• The University of Louisiana’s National 

Championship Weightlifting Teams 

• Histories of Vermilion, Iberia, and St. Landry 

parishes. 

• T-shirts, posters, and reproductions. 

Would You Like a Group Presentation? 

As you can see from our event calendar, the 

Acadian Museum gives regular presentations to 

groups around the region, and we would be 

happy to speak to your group. Here is a sampling 

of topics—or click here for a complete list. Send 

all requests to info@acadianmuseum.com.  

• Acadian History and Culture 

• The Queen’s Proclamation – History of an 

Apology to the Acadians 

• Folk Healing Traditions and the Traiteurs of 

South Louisiana 

• The Development of Cajun Music 

• Acadian Resistance Fighters and Beausoleil 

Broussard 

• Louisiana: the French Renaissance: 1900-

2000 

• Longfellow's Evangeline: The Birth and 

Acceptance of a Legend 

• Acadians’ Role in the American Revolution  

• Frenchie: Cajuns’ Contributions in WW II 

• Post Deportation Migrations of Acadians 

1755-1800 

 

 

https://www.acadianmuseum.com/boutique.html
https://acadianmuseum.com/Acadie_then_and_now.html
https://acadianmuseum.com/redemption.html
https://healingtraditionsofsouthlouisiana.com/
https://www.acadianmuseum.com/news.php
https://www.acadianmuseum.com/presentation-topics.php
mailto:info@acadianmuseum.com

