
 
 

 
By Warren A. Perrin, Chairman   July 2021 
 

Help Us Remember Our History 

The public is invited to celebrate the 

18th Anniversary of the Queen’s Royal 

Proclamation of 2003 by visiting the 

museum’s expanded exhibit on 

Wednesday, July 28th, a Day of 

Commemoration of the Acadian 

Deportation. In honor of the occasion, 

there will be a mass that day, said by Fathers André Metrejean 

and Bill Melancon, 4 p.m. at Our Lady of Lourdes Church in Erath. 

New Living Legend Inductions 

After a long COVID delay, the Acadian Museum is back in 

business with two new Living Legend awards planned: 

July 30 at 10am - Jonas Perrin 

August 20 at 11:45am - Coach Danny Broussard 

See Page 3 for more details on both legends. The Living Legend 

inductions will now be held concurrently with our French Table 

Fridays at the Erath Library, 111 E. Edward, Erath, LA 70533. 

Many Ways to Like Us! 

The Acadian Museum is open Tuesday-Friday from 1-4 pm and 

Saturdays from 10-noon. But you can also visit us online using 

the links below. For group tours, dial 337 456-7729 (weekdays). 

Website: www.acadianmuseum.com;  

Facebook: www.facebook.com/AcadianMuseum 

Museum Store: www.acadianmuseum.com/boutique.html 
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SHARE THE GOOD NEWS! 
If you know anyone who’d like to get 
this newsletter, send their name and 
email address to darylinb@plddo.com.  
 
HELP PROMOTE THE CULTURE 

Your tax-deductible contributions1 can 
help fund these important projects: 

• Finding the lost location of our 
first Acadian settlement. 

• Transcribing and digitizing tapes 
of rare and valuable interviews. 

• Developing videos and podcasts 
for distribution online. 

• Promoting the French language 
and “immersion” programs. 

• Expanding and categorizing our 
holdings of cultural treasures. 

You can donate1 online or by sending a 
check to The Acadian Museum, P.O. 
Box 53597, Lafayette, LA 70505.  
 
UNSUBSCRIBE 
If you no longer wish to receive this 
newsletter, please send your request 
to darylinb@plddo.com. 
 
1The Acadian Museum is a Louisiana 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit. All contributions are tax-deductible. 

http://www.acadianmuseum.com/
http://www.facebook.com/AcadianMuseum
http://www.acadianmuseum.com/boutique.html
mailto:darylinb@plddo.com
https://www.acadianmuseum.com/New_Acadia_Project.html?AID=2013305120017
https://www.acadianmuseum.com/howtohelp.html
mailto:darylinb@plddo.com
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MUSEUM NEWS 

French Table a Roaring Success  

 

On June 18, Layla Melancon and I gave interviews 

to KADN Fox and KATC ABC TV which ran 

programs on the reopening of the museum and 

our new French table in Erath on June 25. At the 

time, we announced the opening of our new 

brown cotton textile and military exhibitions.  

On July 16, 

Kirby Jambon, 

who is a  French 

Immersion 

teacher at 

Prairie View 

Elementary, did 

an excellent job 

as our guest 

facilitator. 

Shown June 25, 
at the meeting 
of the new 
French Table 
are five Living 
Legends: Allen 
Simon, Ray 
Trahan, Lester 
Gauthier Jr., Pat 
Campbell, and 
Richard Landry. 
The group 
meets Fridays, 
10am, at Erath 
Public Library. 

Museum Receives New Textiles 

Elaine Bourque-

Larcade presented us 

with three textiles 

made by Gladys Clark 

to enhance our 

brown cotton exhibit. 

They were part of the 

Hilliard exhibit that 

Elaine recently 

curated at ULL. 

Volunteer Spotlight 

Mary Pat Bernard 

Dinkins, one of the 

docents at the Acadian 

Museum, is a native of 

Erath and is active in La 

Table Francais and Les 

Amis du Francais en 

Vermilion. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/kirbyjambon
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Living Legend Award Ceremony Returns 

Now that the museum is reopened, we have 

some catching up to do on our Living Legend 

awards. As of this writing, we have six 

ceremonies planned to honor the best of our 

community. Two of them are listed below, and 

you will hear about the rest in future months. 

July 30 at 10am, Erath Public Library 

Honoring WWII Navy Veteran Jonas Perrin  

Jonas Perrin was born on February 18, 1926 in 

Prairie Greig, Louisiana. His parents were Henry 

and Letia Perrin and he had two brothers, Wesley 

and Henry Perrin, and one sister, Edez. He 

graduated from Erath High School in 1942.  

In February 1944 he enlisted in the Navy and 

attended boot camp in San Diego, California. 

Shortly after training, he reported to Pearl 

Harbor and was assigned to the USS Reno, an 

anti-aircraft cruiser. In May of 1944, the USS 

Reno joined Admiral Halsey’s 5th Fleet to join the 

fight in the Pacific. They immediately began 

escorting carriers and bombers to campaigns in 

The Philippines, Saipan, Okinawa, Iwo Jima, and 

Guam as a part of Admiral Nimitz’s 3rd Fleet. They 

then escorted the landing force to secure Guam, 

a key foothold for the US in the Pacific.  

The next mission was to escort General 

MacArthur back to The Philippines. In October, 

1944, the USS Reno took part in the battle of 

Leyte Gulf, the largest Naval battle in history. It is 

documented that the fleet shot down over 600 

aircraft and sunk over 130 vessels during this 

battle. Jonas manned a 40mm turret mounted 

gun during combat operations. The USS Reno 

was hit with a Kamikaze but suffered no major 

damage. The USS Princeton was bombed during 

this battle and the USS 

Reno was tasked with 

fighting the fire.  After 

this epic battle, the fleet 

went to resupply.  

On their way back to 

theater, at 2 a.m. on 

November 3, 1944, the 

USS Reno was torpedoed 

by a two-man suicide sub which disabled the 

ship, killed 46, and injured many others. The USS 

Reno was dead in the water for three days. After 

three days, Jonas and his shipmates had to jump 

ship and were picked up by a Naval Tug several 

hours later. They brought the ship for initial 

repairs and then to South Carolina for total 

repairs and a shakedown cruise.  

In May of 1945, Jonas was honorably discharged. 

He returned to Prairie Greig and began working 

in the Oil and Gas Industry and raising cattle. He 

married Hazel Broussard Perrin in October of 

1947. They have two children, Carolyn and 

Randall, four grandchildren, and eight great-

grandchildren. Jonas retired with ExxonMobil. He 

is a lifelong member and past Commander of the 

VFW and American Legion. He is also a 4th Degree 

in the Knights of Columbus. He still lives in Prairie 

Greig and is active in these organizations. 

August 20 at 11:45am, Erath Public Library  

Honoring Coach Danny Broussard  

 Coach Danny Broussard is a 1977 graduate of 

Meaux High School where he was Student 

Council President and also President of the 4-H 
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Club as well as instituting a Homecoming 

Celebration his senior year. While in college he 

was a basketball official and also coached Babe 

Ruth Baseball for the Meaux-based team.  

 

In 1980 as an assistant to Coach Tommy Picard, 

the Abbeville Babe Ruth All-Star Team won the 

state championship in Donaldsonville over the 

legendary Coach Firmin Sims. He earned a B.S. 

Degree from USL in 1982 and then started 

teaching and coaching at St. Thomas More 

Catholic High School.    

While at STM he was named Teacher of the Year 

in 1991 as well as Diocese of Lafayette Teacher of 

the Year. His athletic accomplishments include a 

baseball state championship in 1983, 13 state 

tennis titles, six state basketball titles, including 

four in a row from 2019-22, as well as three state 

runner-up finishes. He was recently inducted into 

the Louisiana High School Basketball Hall of Fame 

and is currently rated the 10th Winningest Coach 

in high school basketball history with 1,053 wins, 

and ranks 4th among active coaches. He is 

married to the former Dena Landry of Abbeville 

and has three children, Lacey Carrigee (husband 

Kyle), Paige Stinson (husband Jason), and Chase 

(wife Victoria). He has two grandchildren Mills 

(two years old) and Henry (10 months old). 

 

LOUISIANA/CAJUN NEWS 

Acadian Memorial Closed Indefinitely Due 
to Lack of Funding by City of St. Martinville 

This article by Claire Taylor appeared in The 

Advocate: 

The Acadian Memorial Museum, which houses a 

Robert Dafford mural depicting the Acadians' 

arrival in Louisiana and plaques listing the names 

of Acadian refugees, will not reopen this year 

because of the city's lack of funding. 

 

Detail from Dafford mural 

Like many tourist attractions, the museum was 

shut down in 2020 because of the COVID-19 

pandemic, after Gov. John Bel Edwards to order 

non-essential businesses and facilities closed to 

slow the spread of the virus. Docents and the 

director were laid off, Tracy Frederick, president 

of the Acadian Memorial Foundation, said. 



 
 

LA PAROLE NEWSLETTER Acadian Museum of Erath, Louisiana PAGE 5 

The city of St. Martinville owns the building on 

Bayou Teche and operates the Acadian Memorial 

Museum and an African American Museum. 

Frederick said city officials advised her in January 

of repairs needed to the building, including the 

roof. In June, the City Council reviewed the city's 

2021-22 budget, she said. It did not include any 

funds for the memorial and museum. 

"They said they have no plans to re-open it in the 

coming budget year," Frederick said. "They said 

they would revisit it if funds open up in the 

budget." 

Members of the Acadian Memorial Foundation 

board, she said, are working to come up with 

other funding options to facilitate re-opening the 

museum, which may or may not remain in St. 

Martinville. 

You can read the rest of the article here. 

Donations can be made to the foundation at 

https://acadianmemorial.org/contribute.php. 

Jean Lafitte Hosts Cajun Jam Sessions 

The Acadian Cultural Center of Jean Lafitte 

National Historical Park and Preserve, located at 

501 Fisher Road, Lafayette, is now partnering 

with the Cajun French Music Association in 

hosting Cajun music jam sessions. The sessions 

take place the first and third Saturday of each 

month from noon to 2:00 p.m. Everyone is 

invited to come play or just come listen. It is free. 

The host is Ray Landry and every jam has a 

professional accordion player and a professional 

fiddle player to lead. The musicians change out 

from one jam to another. For more information 

call (337) 232-0789 ext. 203. 

Sadly, Governor Edwin Edwards Has Died 

Per an article by Mark Ballard 

that appeared in The Advocate 

last week, Edwards put himself 

on hospice care but 

unfortunately he died shortly 

thereafter. 

Edwards,93, was laid in honor in the Memorial 

Hall at the State Capitol on July 17 for public 

viewing, according to the Speaker of the House's 

office. The only four-term governor died in his 

home of respiratory problems that had plagued 

him in recent years. Edwards appointed Warren 

Perrin president of CODOFIL in 1993 and was 

inducted as a Living Legend on August 4, 2012. 

Vermilion Historical Society Meets Soon 

The Vermilion Historical Society will hold its 

regular quarterly meeting on July 29, 6pm, at the 

Vermilion Parish Library in Abbeville, LA. The 

agenda includes election of officers and a 

discussion of the Morgan Mounds artifacts. 

Over 100 Teachers Arrive in Cultural 
Exchange Program 

On July 21, Lt. Gov. Billy Nungesser welcomed to 

Louisiana over 100 foreign teachers who will be 

teaching French and Spanish in Louisiana public 

schools as part of a three-year educational and 

cultural exchange under the auspices of 

CODOFIL, the Council for the Development of 

French in Louisiana. We offer our thanks to these 

teachers, who are the core of our very successful 

French Immersion programs.  

https://www.theadvocate.com/acadiana/entertainment_life/article_c9521488-d9b7-11eb-a6a9-974d948a6dbd.html
https://acadianmemorial.org/contribute.php
https://www.theadvocate.com/baton_rouge/news/politics/article_eb809e88-de05-11eb-b591-b72d6d2d023b.html
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Cajun History and Culture Presentation  

On June 11, Warren A. Perrin made a 

presentation on the history of the Cajun culture 

and its connection to Munich Olympian David 

Berger of Tulane at the quarterly meeting of the 

New Orleans KA Alumni Association at 

Galatoire’s restaurant in the French Quarter. The 

civic organization, headed by David Toso, strives 

to assist the local college chapters and allows 

brothers to socialize on a regular basis.  

‘  
Shown above are (L-R) Drew Dodenhoff, Warren Perrin 
and Frank Arnemann, who introduced Perrin at the 
meeting of the KA Alumni Association in New Orleans. 
The three were KA fraternity brothers in Gamna Phi 
chapter in the late 1960s at USL. 

Honoring Acadian Revolutionary War 
Heroes of 1779 

A ceremony commemorating the Opelousas Post 

Militia of 1779 will be held at Le Vieux Village in 

Opelousas at noon on Saturday, October 16, 

2021. This event will honor the men of the 

militia, who in August of that year, were called to 

duty to defend Spanish Louisiana against an 

attack from the British headquartered at 

Natchez.  

The militiamen, mostly Acadians, were part of 

the forces of General Gàlvez, then Governor-

General of Louisiana. One battle that took place 

at Baton Rouge greatly aided the American 

colonists in their fight for independence from 

Great Britain. Descendants of these men and 

other dignitaries will be invited to participate in 

this commemoration. For more information, 

contact John Francois jfrancois1@earthlink.net. 

Pointe-aux-Chenes Parents File Lawsuit  

 

We read this in Houma Today: 

A dozen parents at Pointe-aux-Chenes 

Elementary have filed a federal lawsuit seeking to 

block officials' decision to close the school. 

The suit, filed June 11 in U.S. District Court in 

New Orleans, asks a judge to keep the school 

open offering classes in the French language 

Native American and Cajun families in the small 

community have spoken for generations. 

"The decision to close PAC Elementary School 

and to deny establishment of the requested 

French Immersion Program continues a pattern 

and practice of discrimination against Native 

American and Cajun children," the lawsuit 

alleges.  

mailto:jfrancois1@earthlink.net
http://www.houmatoday.com/
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The plaintiffs are represented by Louis Koerner of 

the Koerner Law Firm of New Orleans.  Koerner is 

co-chair with Warren Perrin of the Francophone 

Section of the Louisiana Bar Association. 

You can read the whole article here and get the 

latest update here. 

Mulates Reopening in New Orleans:  
Food First; Music to Follow 

The famous Cajun dance hall and restaurant 

Mulate’s will soon reopen, though it will take a 

little longer to get the fiddles, accordions, and 

dancers back in the equation. 

 

The restaurant, which has been closed since 

March 2020 reopened Friday, July 2. It will have 

limited hours to star, with dinner Thursday and 

Friday or lunch and dinner Saturday and Sunday. 

You can read more about it here. 

New Book Explores Louisiana Folklore 

A new book by Nathan Rabalais exploring 

Louisiana folklore has been published by LSU 

Press. Here an excerpt from the official 

description of the book: 

In Folklore Figures of French and Creole Louisiana, 

Nathan J. Rabalais examines the impact of 

Louisiana’s remarkably diverse cultural and 

ethnic groups on folklore characters and motifs 

during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. 

Establishing connections between Louisiana and 

France, West Africa, Canada and the Antilles, 

Rabalais explores how folk characters, motifs 

and morals adapted to their new contexts in 

Louisiana.  

Born in Eunice, Nathan 

J. Rabalais is the 

Joseph P. Montiel 

Assistant Professor of 

Francophone Studies 

at the University of 

Louisiana at Lafayette. 

He earned a Ph.D. in 

French Studies at 

Tulane University and 

a Doctorat en lettres et langues from the 

Université de Poitiers. He also directed Finding 

Cajun, a documentary film on cultural identity in 

Louisiana. 

Folklore Figures of French and Creole Louisiana is 

published by the LSU Press and is available here. 

Origins of Laissez les bons temps rouler 

Errol Laborde forwarded an inquiry about the 

origins of Laissez les bons temps rouler. Here is 

the opinion of Dr. David Cheramie: 

You are correct in assuming that it is not an 

expression that comes directly from French, but 

rather as a translation of "Let the Good Times 

Roll.”  I am not sure when it was first translated, 

but I am positive it was after the 1946 Louis 

Jordan hit of the same name.  

https://www.houmatoday.com/story/news/2021/06/18/pointe-aux-chenes-parents-federal-lawsuit-elementary-school-closure/7671482002/
https://www.houmatoday.com/story/news/2021/07/15/federal-court-pointe-aux-chenes-elementary-terrebonne-school-board/7955657002/
https://www.nola.com/entertainment_life/eat-drink/article_0896f5c4-d462-11eb-8265-9b9e138a4650.html
https://lsupress.org/books/detail/folklore-figures-of-french-and-creole-louisiana/
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Some sources trace it back to the 1962 Breaux 

Bridge Crawfish Festival, but it was probably in 

wide use by then. I would think the post-war 

years of the returning French-speaking Louisiana 

soldiers were a time for them to blow off steam 

as they say. There was a 1949 recording of Bon 

Ton Roula by Welsh, LA native Clarence Garlow 

in the jump blues style that Jordan championed, 

which probably had a lot to with its 

popularization.  

Another indication that it was originally an 

English term that was translated into French can 

be heard in a recent interview with Louisiana 

French expert Amanda Lafleur on The Weekly 

Linguist podcast. There she mentions Clifton 

Chenier would sometimes say Quittez les bons 

temps rouler, which would be a more Louisiana 

French turning of the phrase. e.g., it is more 

common to hear, Quitte-moi te dire quelque chose 

instead of Laisse-moi te dire quelque chose to say 

"Let me tell you something".  

All that being said, I think it does nonetheless 

capture the essence of our famous Joie de vivre, 

which is an authentic expression. 

Acadian Flycatcher Is a Real Eye-Catcher 

Acadian Flycatchers are olive-green above with a 

whitish eye ring and whitish underparts. The 

wings are dark with two distinct white wingbars. 

The bill is dark above and mostly orange-yellow 

below. 

 

 

Perseverance Was Key to Success for 
Evangeline Maid Emma Hargrove 

This article appeared 

in the Plaquemine 

Post South: 

Never say the word 

“quit” in front of 

Emma Hargrove. 

The refusal to back 

down from a 

challenge has been 

a way of life for the 

2020-21 

Evangeline, who 

was bestowed that 

honor during a year 

like no other... 

Instead, she made 

the most of the opportunity. 

You can read the rest of this interesting article on 

the Plaquemine Post website here. 

Evangeline and Her Sisters Poetry Reading 

On July 11, the West Baton Rouge Museum 

showcased Louisiana poets Darrell Bourque and 

Melissa Bonin. who read poems about Acadian 

women who were modeled on Longfellow’s 

iconic figure, Evangeline. According to The West 

Side Journal, their words depicted “modern day 

females, feminine family role models, and 

women who were part of the early migrations.” 

This event accompanied the museum’s current 

exhibit, Evangeline: Evolution of an Icon. 

https://www.postsouth.com/story/news/2021/06/30/emma-hargrove-reflect-her-time-2020-2021-evangeline/5372459001/
https://www.thewestsidejournal.com/lifestyle/evangeline-and-her-sisters-poetry-reading-at-west-baton-rouge-museum/article_68af2b1a-df44-11eb-9224-03ffec18b683.html
https://www.thewestsidejournal.com/lifestyle/evangeline-and-her-sisters-poetry-reading-at-west-baton-rouge-museum/article_68af2b1a-df44-11eb-9224-03ffec18b683.html
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NUNU Collective Features New Paintings 
by Cynthia Judice Alleman 

This came to us from the newsletter of the NUNU 

Art Collective in Arnaudville: 

Travel the back roads of Acadiana via exciting 

new works of art by Deux Bayous artist Cynthia 

Judice Alleman.  

 

Alleman states, "This exhibit, Les clos, explores 

inspirations from the various agricultural fields 

that are so much a part of my visual baggage: 

the cane and pepper fields in my home parish of 

Iberia, as well as the fields of flowers and the 

cotton fields of the Arnaudville area where I now 

reside. As an itinerant teacher in Iberia Parish, I 

traveled the backroads on a daily basis for many 

years, following the cycle of the cane, soybeans, 

corn, and Louisiana flora."  

Cynthia Judice Alleman, a retired teacher of the 

Iberia Parish Gifted and Talented Visual Arts 

Programs, is a Louisiana native who studied art, 

history, and political science at the University of 

Louisiana at Lafayette. She holds a master's 

degree in French language. 

Showing are expressionist pieces in acrylic on 

canvas, linen, and panel. The exhibit remains 

through September 5. 

Lafourche Legend Pott Folse Dies at 96 

This appeared in the Lafourche Gazette: 

Lafourche Parish President Archie Chaisson 

announced Monday on his Facebook page that 

“Pott” Folse died on July 4. He was 96. 

Folse was one of 

the dignitaries 

of the Lafourche 

community – a 

literal Lafourche 

Parish legend. 

Folse started 

playing music in 

his childhood 

and continued 

for upwards of 

80+ years, inspiring locals with his Cajun-themed 

notes and often witty lyrics. 

You can read the rest of the article here. 

La Table Française Restarts at Dwyer’s Cafe 

We received this notice from Living Legend 

Lester J. Gauthier Jr. 

Please inform the public that is our intention to 

recommence La Table Française at Dwyer’s Café, 

323 Jefferson Street, Lafayette, LA on 

Wednesday, August 4th at 7am and every 

Wednesday thereafter. This group has met for 

over 30 years, having been founded by retired 

District Judge Rick Michot.   This group 

suspended operations due to the pandemic, but 

the time is right to start again. 

There is really only one requirement and that is 

that you speak French. If you cannot speak 

French, you are welcome to come and listen.  All 

dialects are honored and appreciated. 

https://www.lafourchegazette.com/news/lafourche-legend-dies-at-96/article_655006b4-ddab-11eb-b8c8-4719c179fd51.html
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How Francophone Cajuns and Créoles Lost 
Our Linguistic Rights in Louisiana 

It has been 100 years (1921) since the 

Francophone Cajuns and Créoles lost our 

linguistic rights in Louisiana. Here is a short 

history:  

In 1916, English-language education became 

mandatory in the southern part of Louisiana in an 

effort to force French-speaking Cajuns and 

Creoles into the American mainstream. The 

Louisiana constitution of 1921 codified the law 

by prohibiting the speaking of French in public 

schools or buildings. According to Dr. Barry 

Ancelet, "several generations of Francophone 

first-graders were forced to wet their pants at 

school because they could not ask permission to 

go to the restroom in English. Thus began an 

association that their native language and culture 

was a social stigmatization." It is for this reason 

that many parents of that generation chose not 

to speak French to their own children. 

Appreciation for the French heritage of Louisiana 

began in the 1940s when Louisiana soldiers in 

World War II discovered that their French 

language had value as interpreters in provincial 

France and other Francophone countries. In 

1955, local political leaders used the 1955 

bicentennial of the Acadian exile as a rallying 

point for the revitalization of ethnic pride: Cajuns 

had survived the worst. Their culture and 

language were injured but still alive. The 

Louisiana Constitution of 1974 adopted a 

progressive equal protection clause: "...the right 

of the people to preserve, foster, and promote 

their respective historic linguistic and cultural 

origins." (Art. XII, Sec. 4). 

Congress passed the 1964 Civil Rights Act, a 

landmark law that banned racial discrimination in 

public places. 

The new recognition of minority rights worked to 

inspire Cajun leaders to launch their own 

initiative for cultural and linguistic rights. James 

R. Domengeaux, a former state legislator and 

United States Congressman of ethnic French 

descent, was the driving force behind CODOFIL's 

creation. A semi-retired attorney at the time, 

Domengeaux began his crusade for restoring 

French in Louisiana after Sen. Edgar G. "Sonny" 

Mouton Jr., of Lafayette got passage of an "urge-

and-request" resolution for Louisiana school 

boards to help reverse the decline of the use of 

the French language within the state. 

Domengeaux traveled around Lafayette and 

neighboring parishes to gain support for his 

campaign to make Louisiana a bilingual state 

through French language education.  

By the spring of 1968, Domengeaux had gained 

enough interest from the public and support 

from officials, such as State Sen. Dudley J. 

LeBlanc, to present his plan to the legislature. 

Legislators voted unanimously to create 

CODOFIL, and the measure was signed into law in 

July 1968 by Gov. John J. McKeithen.  

Today, the organization is led by its fifth 

President Bernell Lemoine and its Executive 

Director Peggy Feehan. CODOFIL plans to expand 

the development of professional and economic 

opportunities for French-speaking Louisianians. 

You can read a related story about this topic (in 

French) on Acadie Nouvelle here. 

https://www.acadienouvelle.com/actualites/2021/07/06/il-y-a-100-ans-le-francais-subissait-lomerta-en-louisiane/
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Lost Bayou Ramblers Headlined Indiana 
Music Series 

 

Acclaimed Cajun band Lost Bayou Ramblers 

recently headlined the first of four Three Trails 

Music Series concerts in Muncie, Indiana. The 

band was formed in 1999 by Andre and Louis 

Michot, performing the roots Cajun music they 

learned as members of Les Frères Michot. You 

can read about it here.  

Perrins Host Polish Writer Artur Owczarski 

 

Shown are (L-R) Warren and Mary Perrin, musician Sam 
Broussard, and Owczarski. 

On July 16, the museum hosted Polish writer 

Artur Owczarski, who is researching a book on 

Louisiana, and the Perrin’s had him over at their 

house for a dinner.  

Les Amis du Français en Vermillon 
Welcomes French Maven Amanda LaFleur 

Les Amis du 

Français en 

Vermillon was 

pleased to 

welcome 

Amanda 

LaFleur (right) 

as our guest 

facilitator at La Table Française on July 9th.  

A native of Ville Platte, Amanda grew up hearing 

French, but didn’t learn to speak it fluently until 

adulthood. She taught for more than 30 years at 

the elementary, secondary and university levels. 

Her passion throughout that time has been 

documenting and sharing what she has learned 

about Louisiana French with others.  

Amanda is the author of Tonnerre mes chiens! A 

Glossary of Louisiana French Figures of Speech 

and is one of the co-authors of the Dictionary of 

Louisiana French: As Spoken in Cajun, Creole, and 

Native American Communities. Please join us on 

Fridays at the Erath Library at 10am for some fun 

and French on Friday. While there, stop in and 

visit us at the Acadian Museum. which is located 

just a stone’s throw away. 

Folklore Society Offers Workshops 

The Bayou Culture Collaborative and Louisiana 

Folklore Society have announced a new series of 

joint workshops. Read more about it here. 

 

https://www.thestarpress.com/story/entertainment/music/2021/07/07/muncie-concerts-lost-bayou-ramblers-three-trails-music-series/7885508002/
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Folklife-News.html?soid=1109720235647&aid=gTh8ye3QhTo
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About Dustin Poirier’s Louisiana Hot Sauce 

This story by Koki Riley appeared in the Daily 

Advertiser 

“…UFC fighter Dustin Poirier (a Lafayette native) 

... has his own... Poirier's Louisiana Hot Sauce 

[which] contains cayenne peppers, red habanero 

peppers, vinegar, sea salt, celery and garlic [and 

is] available for purchase at Heatonist.com.  

Poirier handed [his opponent Conor] McGregor a 

bottle of his hot sauce at the weigh-in prior to 

their last fight in January. But at Thursday's press 

conference ahead of the third fight, McGregor 

took two of Poirier's hot sauce bottles and threw 

them off the podium. 

On July 10, Poirier handed McGregor a defeat by 

TKO for the lightweight UFC championship. You 

can read the whole story here.  

Acadian Graves Located, More Sought 

We received an email from Living Legend Martin 

Guidry, which included this news and a plea: 

For several decades I have been seeking 

gravestones of original Acadian deportees 

throughout North America and have located six 

thus far.  These are Acadians who were deported 

during 1755-1764, died at some point, were 

buried and who have a headstone today.  Bazile 

Lanneau of Charleston, SC ...is one of those 

deportees.  If you know of any gravestones of 

original Acadian deportees, please email me at 

guidryRmartin@gmail.com with the name of the 

deportee, the location (cemetery) of the 

gravestone and the town and state/province. 

Vintage Photos of Larry Brasseaux  
Donated to Museum 

Thanks to Petra Faulk of Maryland for sending us 

some historically significant photos of her cousin 

Larry Brasseaux, a 

native of Henry, LA 

who was known 

internationally for 

singing Cajun, swamp 

pop and country 

music in Cajun 

French. He toured 

Canada several 

times and was 

very popular 

there. For years, 

he appeared live 

on CBS television 

Channel 10 on 

Saturday afternoons and played at Clements 

nightclub north of Abbeville.  

https://www.theadvertiser.com/story/sports/2021/07/09/dustin-poirier-louisiana-hot-sauce-brand-ufc-264-conor-mcgregor/7900348002/
mailto:guidryRmartin@gmail.com
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FRENCH/ACADIAN NEWS 

Cornwallis Park in Halifax Renamed “Peace 
and Friendship” Park  

 

In our last issue, we talked about the effort to 

rechristen ships and parks named after Edward 

Cornwallis, Halifax founder and a Nova Scotia 

governor who treated both the local Mi’Kmaq 

natives and the Acadians quite horribly. While 

Canadian Navy officials recently removed his 

name from a Coast Guard vessel, Halifax officials 

also chimed in lately by renaming that city’s 

Cornwallis Park to “Peace and Friendship” Park. 

You can read about it here.  

Cajun Book Wins Acadian Award 

Alphabet of Cajun 

Words won Best 

Artistic Design for 

Réjean Roy at the 

Eloizes Awards 

ceremony in Petit 

Rocher, New 

Brunswick June 6, 

2021  

 

Blessing of the Boats in Acadian PEI 

Georges Arsenault sent this to us:  

Here is a photo album on the tradition of the 

blessing of the boats in the Acadian communities 

of PEI: Mont-Carmel, Egmont Bay, Rustico, 

Rustico-North, and Tignish.  This album can be 

found on the Facebook page of the Sister 

Antoinette DesRoches Historical Committee. 

Link: 

https://www.facebook.com/media/set?set=oa.28

26761570970169&type=3  

Librarian Is Keeping Acadian History Alive 

We spotted this story on the news website for 

WAGM TV in Presque Isle, ME: 

The Acadian Archives at the University of Maine 

at Fort Kent (UMFK) are working to make the 

history of Acadia accessible to all. 

“I can start with this story of how our ancestors 

came to this area,” Lise Pelletier said to the 2nd 

grade class at Dr. Levesque Elementary. 

Acadian culture and roots are alive in St. John 

Valley, but Pelletier, director of the Acadian 

Archives said their history is not present in many 

curriculums. 

August 15 is National Acadian Day, when 

Madawaska traditionally holds a tintamarre. Last 

year the celebration was canceled, but Pelletier 

says plans are in the making for a street party 

this summer, and in the meantime, she hopes 

educators will take advantage of the Acadian 

Treasure Chest’s free resources to keep Acadian 

culture alive. 

You can read the rest of the story here.  

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/nova-scotia/peace-friendship-cornwallis-park-daniel-paul-1.6058513
https://www.facebook.com/media/set?set=oa.2826761570970169&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/media/set?set=oa.2826761570970169&type=3
https://www.wagmtv.com/2021/06/15/umfk-librarian-is-keeping-acadian-history-alive/
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Sobey Award for Rémi Belliveau 

We saw this article on the Capital Current 

website published by Carleton University School 

of Journalism: 

There have only ever been three people from 

Moncton, N.B. nominated for the Sobey Art 

Award. That is why, when Moncton native Rémi 

Belliveau heard they1 were one of the top five 

shortlisted artists, they say it was an absolute 

“honour”.  

Created in 2002, the Canadian award is 

considered one of the world’s most generous 

privately funded prizes for contemporary visual 

artists, with a top prize of $100,000.  

On June 9, the Sobey Art Foundation announced 

2021’s top five shortlisted artists, one from each 

of Canada’s regions. As one of the shortlisted 

artists, Belliveau, representing Atlantic Canada, 

will get $25,000, funds that will help them build 

upon ongoing and upcoming projects.    

Rémi Belliveau 
[Photo @ Annie France Leclerc] 

“It honestly didn’t cross my 

mind that I could actually 

make the shortlist,” says 

Belliveau, who felt it was 

“surreal” enough when they 

heard about their long list 

nomination. 

You can read the rest of the story here. 

 
1 Belliveau is an individual who uses the non-gender-specific 
“they” for self-referral. 

Director of Acadian Archives Retiring 

Lise Pelletier, director of the Acadian Archives at 

the University of Maine at Fort Kent, is retiring, 

but she won’t stop working to preserve Acadian 

History. Megan Cole caught up with her and has 

more on how she is planning to continue to 

educate people.  Lise has been a great friend to 

the museum. Read more about it here. 

“Evangeline, A Tale of Acadia” 

This item caught our eye on Patch.com, where 

Paul Foscaldo, a resident of Medfield, MA, 

shared how Henry Wadsworth Longfellow’s epic 

poem, Evangeline, influenced his life: 

 
Evangeline (Courtesy image) 

I have Acadian lineage. I am half Acadian and my 

mother's maiden name was Saulnier. [In] Junior 

High School I recall many of us suffering through 

the epic poem Evangeline. It was about two star 

crossed lovers who were among the many of the 

Acadians who were expulsed (deported) from 

Nova Scotia to many of the British colonies...To 

this day, I always observe Expulsion Day (July 28) 

and Acadia Day (August 15)." 

You can read the rest of the story here. 

 

https://capitalcurrent.ca/sobey-shortlist-for-remi-belliveau-there-is-honour-in-representing-acadian-culture/
https://www.wagmtv.com/2021/06/24/director-acadian-archives-university-maine-fort-kent-is-retiring/
https://patch.com/massachusetts/medfield/evangeline-tale-acadia
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Joie de Vivre - Love of Life 

Jude Avery, a resident of the small Acadian 

region of Tor Bay, Nova Scotia, just published a 

book Joie de Vivre (New World Publishing). 

Shortly after, he provided this description. 

 This book was written to 

remind Acadians and 

Cajuns of the importance 

of possessing a ’Joie de 

Vivre’ to see us through 

trying times and is a legacy 

left to us by our ancestors. 

Whether pastimes 

included setting ’des 

bournes/étrapes aux angilles (eel traps), singing, 

dancing or faire la mi-carème’-(mid-Lenten 

frolicking), fun was created, simple and 

memorable. We also shared a deep sense of 

community which drew us together in times of 

need.  

One reader noted that she shed tears of sadness 

and laughter while reading this informative and 

entertaining book and recommends it to all who 

are interested in a ‘’fun read.’’ 

SNA Officially Becomes UNESCO Partner 

The site New-in-24 recently carried an article 

about the new partnership between Société 

Nationale de l’Acadie (SNA) and UNESCO, 

quoting SNA president Louise Imbeault: 

This international recognition will in particular 

make it possible to increase awareness of the 

Acadian heritage and people on a global scale. 

For the Acadian people who, for several years, 

have sought to gain recognition on the 

international scene, this official partnership with 

UNESCO is truly a very important milestone. 

You can read about it here. 

In Memory of Our Friend Denis Laplante 

From Museum Chairman Warren Perrin:  

I was saddened to learn that Denis Laplante died. 

I remember well the time in August, 2001 when I 

had gone to Acadie with members of the 

Francophone Section to attend a seminar at the 

Université de Moncton law school. I was seeking 

the support of the Acadians in The Maritimes 

regarding my Petition for an Apology against the 

British Crown for the illegal Deportation of our 

ancestors. For this, we had travelled to Dieppe, 

New Brunswick to brainstorm with leaders from 

the SNA. Denis had hosted a meeting at his place 

with several including Richard Laurin and Euclide 

Chaisson, the then-president of the SNA. We 

reached an agreement whereby the SNA would 

join forces with me which ultimately led to the 

Royal Proclamation being signed on December 3, 

2003. 

https://www.hommagenb.com/obituaries/denis-

laplante-1961-2021/ 

https://new.in-24.com/News/53770.html
https://new.in-24.com/News/53770.html
https://www.hommagenb.com/obituaries/denis-laplante-1961-2021/
https://www.hommagenb.com/obituaries/denis-laplante-1961-2021/
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LAGNIAPPE 

Haaland Seeks to Uncover Indigenous 
Children Who Died at Boarding Schools 

In the last issue, we covered the scandal behind 

indigenous boarding schools in Canada. This 

article by Scott Wyland in the Santa Fe New 

Mexican discusses similar problems in the U.S. 

They were removed from their families, 

punished for speaking their Native languages 

and adhering to their spiritual beliefs, and taught 

that everything about their Indigenous cultures 

was wrong and must be shunned. 

Many who went to the federal boarding schools 

for Native children never made it back home. 

Those who did return were often victims of 

abuse, shorn of their Native identities, carrying 

deep traumas that they passed to future 

generations through addiction, mental illness 

and violence, as many became abusers 

themselves. 

Interior Secretary Deb Haaland seeks to 

spotlight the dark legacy of the federal boarding 

schools, which were established in the early 19th 

century to assimilate the defeated tribes by 

forcibly indoctrinating their children. 

Haaland announced an initiative Tuesday to 

unearth the schools’ long-buried, brutal history 

— by investigating unmarked gravesites that 

contain the bodies of children who likely died of 

neglect and abuse, and by examining the records 

and policies of schools that carried out what she 

described as cultural genocide. 

You can read the whole story here.  

 

Visit the Boutique / Get Cool Stuff! 

 

Support the museum by visiting our online 

boutique, where you can buy many books and 

other souvenirs. Our latest book, Seeking an 

Acadian Nation, traces the movement toward 

Acadian reunification starting in the 1800s and 

continuing to the 1930s. Other goodies include: 

• Acadie Then and Now: A People's History 

with articles by Cajun and Acadian authors 

from around the world. This book won the 

Prix France-Acadie in 2015. 

• Acadian Redemption - From Beausoleil 

Broussard to the Queen’s Royal 

Proclamation by Warren Perrin. 

• A Century of Acadian Culture, Erath (1899-

1999) by General Curney Dronet. 

• Historical “picture books” on Vermilion, 

Iberia, and St. Landry parishes by Warren 

Perrin. 

• T-shirts, posters, and reproductions of the 

Queen’s Royal Proclamation. 

https://www.santafenewmexican.com/news/local_news/haaland-seeks-to-uncover-indigenous-children-who-died-at-boarding-schools/article_4e9b5f48-d36c-11eb-a0c9-4f0711d8f656.html
https://www.acadianmuseum.com/boutique.html
https://www.acadianmuseum.com/boutique.html
https://www.acadianmuseum.com/Seeking_Nation.html
https://www.acadianmuseum.com/Seeking_Nation.html
https://acadianmuseum.com/Acadie_then_and_now.html
https://acadianmuseum.com/redemption.html


 
 

LA PAROLE NEWSLETTER Acadian Museum of Erath, Louisiana PAGE 17 

Help Us Create Our TV Channel! 

 

D.L. Menard at Lake Peigneur 

Do you know any good YouTube videos on 

Acadian or Cajun themes?  Videos about the 

food, the music, or the culture? If so, please send 

a link to rybernard@gmail.com.  

Later this summer, we hope to release our own 

YouTube channel of Cajun and Acadian video 

treasures. If you value Acadian/Cajun culture and 

heritage and want to help preserve it, there is no 

better way that to help with our latest project!  

The Acadian Museum has a collection of 250 VHS 

video tapes of local heroes, dating back to our 

founding. Your donations can help make it 

happen. Here is just one of the videos that we 

are queuing up for your enjoyment: D.L. Menard 

playing outdoors at Lake Peigneur with the Rees 

Family Band.   

 https://youtu.be/9EHP2TV8Y4A  

Once we have a critical mass of these videos 

ready for viewing, we will launch the Acadian 

Museum TV Channel. Stay tuned and meanwhile 

click here to help. 

mailto:rybernard@gmail.com
https://www.acadianmuseum.com/howtohelp.html
https://youtu.be/9EHP2TV8Y4A
https://www.acadianmuseum.com/howtohelp.html

