
 
 

 
By Warren A. Perrin, Chairman  December 16, 2020 
 
 

NEW BOOK: Seeking an Acadian Nation – The Diary of an 
Evangeline Girl 

Our latest book traces the 

movement toward Acadian 

reunification starting in the 

1800s, continuing into the 

1930s with visits of the 

“Evangeline Girls” to Canada 

(organized by Louisiana 

State Senator Dudley J. 

LeBlanc), and culminating in 

today’s ongoing cultural exchanges between the Acadians of 

Canada and the Cajuns of Louisiana.  

This attractive coffee table book includes a pictorial diary of the 

1930 visit compiled in scrapbook form by one of the Evangeline 

Girls named Corinne Broussard, who was a native of Breaux 

Bridge. Visit our museum store on the website  to order the 

book, read more about it, or to see our entire selection of books 

and items. 

 

Visit Us on the Web and “Follow” Us on Facebook 

The Acadian Museum continues to expand its website as well as 

its collection of books and memorabilia. You can visit us anytime 

at the locations below: 

Website: www.acadianmuseum.com 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/AcadianMuseum 

 

 

SHARE THE GOOD NEWS! 
If you know anyone else who would 
like to receive this newsletter, send 
their name and email address to 
darylinb@plddo.com.  
 
WE NEED YOUR HELP! 

The Acadian Museum is closed due to 
the pandemic but we have a vision! As 
part of our 31st anniversary, your tax-
deductible contributions1 can help 
fund these important projects: 

 Find the lost location of our first 
Acadian settlement. 

 Promote Acadiana as a World 
Heritage Site “twinned” with 
Grand-Pré, NS. 

 Transcribe and digitize our tapes 
of rare and valuable interviews. 

 Work to promote French 
immersion schools. 

 Expand and categorize our 
holdings of cultural treasures. 

You can donate online or by sending 
your check to The Acadian Museum, 
P.O. Box 53597, Lafayette, LA 70505.  
 
UNSUBSCRIBE 
If you no longer wish to receive this 
newsletter, please send your request 
to darylinb@plddo.com . 
 
1
The Acadian Museum is a Louisiana 501(c)(3) 

nonprofit. All contributions are tax-deductible. 

https://www.acadianmuseum.com/boutique.html
http://www.acadianmuseum.com/
http://www.facebook.com/AcadianMuseum
mailto:darylinb@plddo.com
https://www.acadianmuseum.com/New_Acadia_Project.html?AID=2013305120017
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1404
https://www.acadianmuseum.com/howtohelp.html
mailto:darylinb@plddo.com
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A Visitor from Quebec 

 

On October 24, I hosted Quebec journalist 

Etienne Leblanc at the Acadian Museum, who 

interviewed several Cajuns and one Black woman 

about many environmental, political and cultural 

issues. He is seen here interviewing my Uncle 

Jonas “nonc man” Perrin at his home in Henry. 

Louisiana Writer Award 

A Louisiana author who has written about the 

1918 flu pandemic and the 1927 Mississippi River 

flood is receiving the state’s annual writing 

award. John M. Barry has been chosen for the 

21st annual Louisiana Writer Award, given by the 

state library’s Louisiana Center for the Book. 

Barry is a professor at the Tulane School of Public 

Health and Tropical Medicine. He has written 

several books, including The Great Influenza: The 

Story of the Deadliest Pandemic in History and 

Rising Tide: The Great Mississippi Flood of 1927 

and How It Changed America. 

Acadians’ Homestead Found by NAP 

This appeared in the Daily Iberian: 

The original homestead where explorer Joseph 

Broussard led a group of Acadians to in South 

Louisiana in 1765 has been a place of mystery for 

many decades. Now, though, researchers may 

have found the answer to where exactly those 

settlers ended up.  

“We have enough evidence that we think we may 

have made a discovery based on the material 

from the sites we looked at to have one of the 

original homesteads,” said Mark Rees, a 

professor of anthropology at the University of 

Louisiana at Lafayette. “No one knows much 

about it.”  

The New Acadia Project, which has been 

researching the original group of settlers, 

combines archaeological survey and historical 

research with public outreach and community 

engagement in a collaborative effort to discover 

and investigate the lost colony of the first 

Acadian settlers, Rees said.  

 

 

Photo by Daily Iberian 
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For Rees and many others working on the 

project, they believe Broussard and the Acadians 

settled on the Teche Ridge, between St. 

Martinville and New Iberia, in the vicinity of the 

present-day village of Loreauville because they 

needed a new place to re-establish their 

community after they were exiled from Nova 

Scotia.  Read the article here. 

Philip Gould’s New Photo Exhibit 

We received this email from Philip Gould:    

Many of you have heard about my latest book 

Bridging the Mississippi: Spans Across the Father 

of Waters published by LSU Press which came out 

this past Spring. You also may have heard about 

the photographic exhibit from the show now on 

display at the Hilliard University Museum of Art 

in Lafayette.  I also wanted to let you know that 

Le Mieux Gallery, 322 Julia Street in New Orleans, 

will also be showing various photographs from 

the book. The show will go from November 7th 

till Christmas. An open house for the exhibit was 

held on November 7th. 

Prints will be on display until December 23rd this 
year. If you are in New Orleans, please drop by.  
 

 French Immersion Teacher Dies 

Sadly, CODOFIL’s French Immersion teacher 

Christina Arnobe died suddenly on October 31. 

She was a native of Guadeloupe and in her 

second year teaching in Louisiana. Her 16-year-

old son was with her when she died. Anyone can 

contribute to the family needs, including bringing 

her 20-year-old son who is studying in France 

back to her home country, by visiting:  

https://www.gofundme.com/f/christina-arnobe-

blombou-et-famille  

Congratulations to Phil Comeau 

Acadian director Phil Comeau’s film Belle-Ile En 

Acadie with 82 awards achieved the Canadian 

record for most documentary awards for a film. 

This emotional film tells the story of Acadians 

from Belle-Ile-en-Mer in France who visit 

Canada’s Maritimes provinces (Acadie) during 

the World Acadian Congress. Three scenes in the 

film mention the Louisiana connection. 

 
Poster for the movie by Phil Comeau 

Premiered last November at the FICFA film 

festival in Moncton, New Brunswick, the film was 

premiered in January in United States at the 

Cinema on the Bayou Film Festival in Lafayette, 

where it received the Director’s Choice Award.  

The film is in official selection for 20 other 

upcoming festivals, so more awards might be 

received. The film was financed in part by 

crowdfunding, including contributors from all 

over Canada, Louisiana, Texas, Massachusetts, 

Maine and from France. The Acadian Museum 

was a financial supporter of the documentary. 

https://www.iberianet.com/people/features/after-decades-of-mystery-and-research-original-settlers-homestead-may-be-found/article_435f0b58-1bdd-11eb-bd47-ab5d0be6f784.html
https://www.gofundme.com/f/christina-arnobe-blombou-et-famille
https://www.gofundme.com/f/christina-arnobe-blombou-et-famille
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Discussion of Acadian History 

This excellent interview in French was sent to me 

by Phil Comeau.  

Clint Bruce of the Université Sainte-Anne 

discusses the Ditchy (Tulane professor) book 

apparently based on the earlier manuscript by 

Louisiana Justice Joseph A. Breaux between the 

Civil War and 1901 and published in 1932. It is 

the earliest and best history of the Acadian 

language and culture in the 19th century. The 

Bruce interview takes place in the last 1/3 of the 

radio program.  

French Immersion Scholarships Available 

The Acadian Centre Acadien and the Abbeville 

Cultural & Historical Alliance jointly announce 

the availability of the Russell Gaspard French 

Immersion Scholarship to be awarded to 

Vermilion Parish high school students for the 

2021 summer French immersion study program 

in Nova Scotia, Canada. 

A scholarship will be awarded for study at the 

Université Sainte-Anne, located in Church Point 

(Pointe-de-L’Eglise), Nova Scotia (Nouvelle-

Ecosse), Canada. Applications are open to all 

Vermilion Parish resident high school students 

and will be for the 2021 summer five-week 

French immersion session, from July 4th to 

August 7th, 2021.  

Contact Information: Lloyd Doré III, President, 

(337) 893-5400 or L3Dore@doretax.com.  

Reenacting the Arrival of the Acadians 

Sandra Perro sent this YouTube link showing the 

re-enactment of the arrival of Acadians following 

Deportation, including her Petitpas ancestors, to 

her Mom's home community of Larry's River, N.S. 

where they spent weekends and summer 

holidays.  

 
Still from the reenactment video 

It was filmed during the 2004 World Acadian 

Congress hosted by Nova Scotia, where she did a 

presentation on the Petitpas. It is introduced by 

Jude Avery, one of her Pelrine cousins, and 

includes some of her Fougere and Pelrine 

cousins, plus her sister.  Although some of it is in 

French, it is followed by English interpretations.  

How Acadians Helped George Washington 
Learn Military Tactics 

According to historian Thomas Ricks, who has 

just wrote a biography of George Washington 

called First Principles, Washington helped to start 

the French and Indian War with a battle at Fort 

Necessity where he was defeated by Native 

Americans and learned that they used unusually 

brutal terror tactics that defeated the British.  

https://ici.radio-canada.ca/premiere/emissions/michel-le-samedi/segments/entrevue/211634/les-acadiens-de-louisiane-et-leur-parler-glossaire-reedition?fbclid=IwAR392DITo6LS4uz_MWApCRVQLjkTQ9DyM1d-sp9F6eqprrmaiNqJKMhmaQU
mailto:L3Dore@doretax.com
https://youtu.be/fyH_D_sXosI
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During the French and Indian War, the Acadian 

Resistance helped by the Mi’Kmaw engaged in 

terrorist tactics, including setting up ambushes 

which the British did not anticipate. Later, 

Washington adopted some of those same tactics 

during the American Revolution in order to 

defeat the British who maintained the more 

traditional military maneuvers.  

 
Portrait of Washinton by Gilbert Stuart 

For example, Washington knew that the British 

needed meat and so on some of the 

revolutionaries farms he would set a trap by 

placing calves in an open field. When the British 

attempted to capture them, they would be 

ambushed. One British soldier wrote home and 

said, “When we first got here we were laughing a 

lot because the opposition was not strong, but 

that is no longer the case today — we no longer 

smile.” 

The Forgotten Acadians: A Story of 
Discovery 

A new book by author Jude Avery of Nova Scotia 

weaves together the larger Acadian history and a 

small forgotten isolated Acadian group on 

Guysborough County’s Tor Bay shores. It also 

links a national movement to protect and 

entrench language and cultural rights to Acadian 

populations in eastern Canada.  

While the author gives an overall perspective of 

certain historical information and events, he also 

tries to develop meaningful links to Acadian and 

Cajun groups that served to open dialogue and 

exchanges between them. He shows how 

political events and the Congrès mondial acadien 

served as cultural awakenings for Acadians and 

Cajuns that led to greater communications 

among them. Groups grew closer as a result 

culminating in the 2006 relief efforts by a small 

Acadian group to provide relief for victims of 

hurricanes Katrina and Rita in Louisiana. 

To purchase, please contact the publisher 

through the website order page, or by phone, 

fax, or email at the addresses listed below. The 

publisher also provides a gift order service with 

payment by certified check, money order, VISA, 

Master Card and Paypal. More options to order: 

Toll free phone orders in North America with 

credit cards: 1-877-211-3334. Web-based orders: 

www.newworldpublishing.com. Check shipping 

arrangements and monthly specials online. 

http://www.newworldpublishing.com/
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Nouvelle Breaux du Monde Newsletter 

New Exhibit: Acadian Brown Cotton: The Fabric 

Of Acadiana - June 30, 2021 

University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
Hillard Art Museum 
710 East St. Mary Boulevard 
Lafayette, LA 70503 
 
This exhibition will be the most comprehensive 

project to date dedicated to the cultural 

traditions associated with the farming and 

weaving of brown cotton in Acadiana. 

http://www.hilliardmuseum.org/exhibits/acadia

n-brown-cotton-the-fabric-of-acadiana 

Center for Louisiana Studies, Lafayette, LA 

Dr. Joshua Caffery Ph.D., Director 

The Center is conducting interviews with 

speakers of Cajun and/or Creole French focused 

on the pandemic.  Contact the Center 

at cls@louisiana.edu if you might be interested in 

participating.   

Cleoma Breaux Falcon (1906-1941) honored! 

“A panel of Louisiana historians, journalists, 

political pioneers and caretakers of our culture – 

all women – chose” the top 10 influential women 

in Louisiana history. The Lafayette Advertiser 

article dated August 18, 2020, included in the list 

Kathleen Blanco, Leah Chase, Mahalia Jackson, 

Clementine Hunter and Cleoma Breaux, among 

others.   Cleoma was a musician who helped 

record one of the first known examples of Cajun 

music. She came from a family of influential 

Cajun musicians and mastered the accordion and 

fiddle.   

Out of the Box: Ann Savoy Wraps Sequel to 
Her 1984 Classic Cajun Music Book 

An article written by John Wirt recently appeared 

in The Advocate. It started this way:  

Ann Savoy has completed the long-awaited 

second volume of her landmark book, Cajun 

Music: A Reflection of a People. A Grammy-

nominated musician, writer and photographer in 

Eunice, Savoy published the first volume of her 

now two-part compendium of Cajun music and 

culture in 1984. She continued gathering material 

for the second volume until the early 1990s, 

when family responsibilities and her music-

making compelled her to put the time-consuming 

book work aside. 

To read the complete article, click here. 

Michel Doucet Awarded Order of Canada 

 

Congratulations to Law Professor Michel Doucet 

for receiving the Order of Canada for his 

outstanding work on linguistic rights. Also 

receiving the award for her work in education 

was Lorio Roy. 

From inception of the Acadian Museum board of 

directors in 1990, Michel has graciously served 

on our board and worked to help our mission in 

many capacities, including hosting us for 

http://www.hilliardmuseum.org/exhibits/acadian-brown-cotton-the-fabric-of-acadiana
http://www.hilliardmuseum.org/exhibits/acadian-brown-cotton-the-fabric-of-acadiana
mailto:cls@louisiana.edu
https://www.theadvocate.com/baton_rouge/entertainment_life/music/article_70f025c6-2dc0-11eb-8f74-538f22b61410.html
https://www.acadienouvelle.com/actuality's/2020/11/27/michel-doucet-et-lorio-roy-admis-a-lordre-du-canada/
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seminars and critiquing and editing many of our 

papers. Importantly, in 1993, he helped to 

prepare me to deliver my talk at the World’s 

Human Rights Festival in Caen, France where I 

launched my international campaign to obtain an 

apology for the Acadian Deportation. 

“Finding Cajun” Now Streaming on Prime 

The documentary Finding Cajun is now available 

for streaming on Amazon Prime video (free for 

Prime members). Directed by Nathan Rabalais, 

the film presents a critical and historically 

informed perspective on the origin and evolution 

of Cajun identity and the complex issues being 

debated today.  

 

Finding Cajun won the Director’s Choice award at 

the 2019 Cinema on the Bayou film festival and 

features many renowned scholars including Barry 

Ancelet, Carl Brasseaux, Shane Bernard, Angel 

Parham and others. You can also read about it on 

Facebook. 

Valéry Giscard d’Estaing Has Died 

Valéry Giscard d’Estaing, the president of France 

from 1974 to 1981 who became a champion of 

European integration, died on December 2 at age 

94. He made an official visit to the United States 

from May 17-22, 1976. Lafayette, LA was one of 

the cities he visited.  

Dave McNamara Shares Louisiana Stories 

 
Dave McNamara 

Dave McNamara is an award-winning broadcast 

journalist with more than 40 years of experience 

in his home state of Louisiana. Dave has done 

numerous TV features on Louisiana’s unique 

Cajun culture and music, including a trip to the 

Grand-Pré National Historic Site in Canada.  “In 

Grand-Pré, you see the powerful connection 

between the early Acadians and their exiled 

Cajun ancestors,” Dave said.  

In addition to television, Dave now shares his 

Louisiana stories on his website:  

https://heartoflouisiana.com/  

You can also connect on Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/heartlouisiana  

Other Recent Deaths 

Sadly, Jimmy Boudreaux, Nicole’ Boudreaux’s 

husband, died November 30 after a short battle 

with cancer. Nicole is the former supervisor of 

French Immersion at the Lafayette Parish School 

Board. 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/video/detail/B08P284QN4/ref=atv_dp_share_cu_r
https://www.amazon.com/gp/video/detail/B08P284QN4/ref=atv_dp_share_cu_r
https://www.facebook.com/findingcajun
https://www.facebook.com/findingcajun
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/former-french-president-valery-giscard-d-estaing-dies-94-after-n1249799
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/former-french-president-valery-giscard-d-estaing-dies-94-after-n1249799
https://heartoflouisiana.com/
https://www.facebook.com/heartlouisiana
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Curtis Joubert has died. Appointed by Gov. 

Kathleen Blanco to the Department of Tourism 

Special Projects, Joubert arranged for the yearly 

Zydeco Cycle to visit Eunice, headed the 

statewide Francofete Celebration, and worked 

on the preservation of the Atchafalaya Basin. 

Barbara H. Roy, died on November 6, 2020 at 

age 80. She served as the director of the 

Department of Tourism under Lieutenant-

Governor Kathleen Babineaux Blanco and in that 

position she was very instrumental in helping us 

to promote the Congrès mondial acadien (World 

Acadian Congress) and FrancoFête. 

60 Minute Special on LSU Coach Orgeron 

We received this email from Stanley LeBlanc: 

Recently, I saw the 60 Minutes special on LSU 

Coach Orgeron. Since all Cajuns are related, I 

decided to trace his line. He is my 7th cousin 

once-removed; and he is your 6th cousin. The 

surname was originally spelled Augeron and 

there are other spelling variations.  

The Coach's 4th great-grandfather was Louis 

Augeron, son of Jean and Louise Levron, and 

Cecile Louise Maziere, his second wife. Cecile's 

father was Jean Francois Maziere, who was a 

passenger and one of the survivors on Le Duc 

Guillaume. Jean-Francois married Veronique 

Renaud, daughter of Jean and Marie Magdeleine 

Poitier who was born at Beaubassin. The family 

had gone to Isle St. Jean.   

Louis Augeron and Cecile Louise Maziere were 

married in Assumption Parish which was then 

part of Lafourche Interior and the family has 

remained in Lafourche Parish. Coach Orgeron 

would be a good candidate for The Living Legend 

honor. I would be happy to send you his family 

tree info to use as part of the presentation. 

Coach O has been nominated to be inducted as a 

Living Legend. We will send his invitation along 

with his family genealogy. 

Book by Joseph Thériault Now in English 

By next summer, 

the English 

translation will be 

printed of the hit 

French-language 

book by that well-

known Acadian 

sociologist Joseph 

Yvon Thériault, 

who was born in 

Caraquet and 

teaches minority 

sociology in Montréal. In the book he examines 

how Evangeline was perceived in the US 

(Louisiana included), in Québec, and in Acadie. 

This is a fascinating book that we recommend to 

everyone to read.  

John T. Scott Named Humanist of the Year 

The late artist, teacher and visionary John T. 

Scott has been recognized with the Humanist of 

the Year award, given by the Louisiana 

Endowment for the Humanities. In addition to 

the Humanist of the Year award, the LEH has 

announced eight other Humanities Awards, 

recognizing documentary filmmakers and 

photographers, historians, literacy advocates, 

and more.  



 
 

LA PAROLE NEWSLETTER Acadian Museum of Erath, Louisiana PAGE 9  

Now in their 36th year, the LEH Humanities 

Awards offer an opportunity to celebrate all the 

humanities have to offer and honor those who 

have made great contributions to the 

understanding of Louisiana’s history and culture. 

The awardees will be highlighted in the spring 

issue of 64 Parishes magazine published by the 

LEH, and they will be recognized during the 

Bright Lights Awards ceremony once public 

health conditions allow for safe gathering. Full 

ticket and program details will be available online 

next year.  

 

Café Erath Opens 

Congratulations to Jason and Tammy Connor and 

Taylor and Amy Mencacci for the beautiful 

renovations and the opening of Café Erath, which 

is adjacent to the Acadian Museum. Once the 

pandemic is over, we hope to again hold the 

Living Legends induction ceremonies in the nicely 

remodeled venue. 

 

Documentary on Bobby Charles 

 

My friend Attorney Charles Sonnier of Abbeville 

is putting together a documentary celebrating 

the life and musical adventures of the late singer-

songwriter Bobby Charles of Abbeville, who 

penned hits like “See You Later Alligator” and 

“Walkin’ to New Orleans.”  

Sonnier, who is the trustee of Charles’ Trust, is 

looking for feedback on this trailer and any 

photos of Bobby Charles for use in the 

documentary. For more information, to provide 

feedback, or to provide photographs you may 

contact Sonnier at (337) 344-5929 or email 

csonnier@sonnierlaw.com    

Philanthropist Helps Center for Louisiana 
Studies Reach Funding Goal 

Enthusiasts for the 120-year-old former home of 

J. Arthur Roy, an early Lafayette business leader 

and community stalwart, reached and surpassed 

their goal of generating some $800,000 to 

restore the two-story, 5,000-square-foot building 

located at the intersection of University 

Boulevard and Johnston Street. 

About $400,000 was raised in the last few weeks, 

including a donation from a foundation based in 

Washington State. Source: The Advocate. Click 

here to read the entire article.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qQBfq8B8Xi8&feature=youtu.be
mailto:csonnier@sonnierlaw.com
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According to Joshua Caffery, there will be a 

Broussard Room in the Roy House, which will be 

the large upstairs conference room, in 

recognition of a major donation made by 

anonymous members of the Broussard family 

toward the project. 

In the University of Louisiana at Lafayette’s 

possession since the 1990s, the home is now due 

its first modern renovation. Once complete — 

the best guess is that happen by 2022 — it will 

house the Center for Louisiana Studies, founded 

in 1973, the university center dedicated to 

researching, publicizing, promoting and 

preserving Louisiana culture and history. 

Creoles of South Louisiana: Three 
Centuries Strong 

 
Elista Istre 

Beautifully designed with full-color images 

throughout, this book provides an overview of 

three centuries of Creole culture by examining 

their identity, cuisine, language, music and 

heritage—a mélange of African, European and 

North American roots. According to historian Carl 

A. Brasseaux, "In this erudite tour de force, Elista 

Istre provides insiders and outsiders an easily 

digestible, yet authoritative guide to the history 

and culture of a community that perhaps best 

exemplifies the American melting pot."  

For more information, or to order an 

autographed copy, visit: www.BelleHeritage.com.  

 “Bonfires on the Levee – The True Story” 
by Errol Laborde 

Errol Laborde recently penned this article for the 

website myNewOrleans.com. 

Because of COVID, Papa Noel will be on his own 

this Christmas Eve as he approaches Louisiana’s 

river parishes. We all know that the reason folks 

in St. James, and other river parishes, build 

bonfires on the night before Christmas goes back 

to an old tradition of Cajun kids creating the 

pyres so that Papa Noel can find his way to their 

neighborhood. (In recent years, Noel’s task has 

gotten a bit more difficult as the fires’ glow has 

been overcome by the light from the chemical 

refineries.) Still, the legend persists. It is a nice 

story with just the one drawback… it is not true. 

Not the part about Papa Noel coming to 

Louisiana, but the part about the Cajun kids and 

their pyromania. 

More recent research has shown that the fires 

were influenced by ancient European winter 

solstice traditions, for which it was a custom to 

build bonfires around Dec. 21 and 22, the time of 

the year when the days are shortest. There was 

settlement along the river by Germans (hence 

the name German Coast mentioned below) but 

there were also French settlers, not Cajuns but 

those who settled later, mostly after the Civil 

War. 

Read the entire story here. 

http://www.belleheritage.com/
https://www.myneworleans.com/bonfires-on-the-levee-the-true-story/
https://www.myneworleans.com/bonfires-on-the-levee-the-true-story/
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Christmas in Henry 

The beautifully decorated party barn at our farm 

in Henry is helping to spread holiday cheer to the 

community during the depths of the Covid 

pandemic of 2020.  

 

Merry Christmas! 


