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You are on the museum's email list to receive La Parole. If you know of anyone who would
like to receive it, please forward their name and email address to my secretary Darylin at:
darylinb@plddo.com. If you no longer want to receive future issues, please advise at the email
noted above.



The 15th Anniversary of the Queen’s Royal Proclamation: A Letter to-the-Editor follows:
In January, 1990, we prepared a petition and had it hand-delivered to the British Crown
and government. The petition sought a formal apology from those entities for their roles
235 years ago in the 1755 illegal deportation of 15,000 Acadians from Nova Scotia, the
lands that they had settled in 1604 when it was then the French colony of Acadie—16
years before the Pilgrims dropped anchor off the coast of Plymouth. Happily, with nearunanimous international support—and the adoption of resolutions backing the human
rights initiative by the Louisiana Legislature and the U.S. Congress—the effort was
successfully concluded on December 9, 2003, when Queen Elizabeth II’s representative
Adrienne Clarkson, the governor-general of Canada, signed the Royal Proclamation. The
implications were three-fold: an acknowledgment of the horrific wrongs committed
against the Acadian people in the name of the British Crown; a symbolic reconciliation
for the death and suffering resulting from the diaspora; and the establishment of July 28
of each year as a Day of Commemoration of the Acadian Deportation.
The annual Day of Commemoration of the Acadian Deportation is not held to dwell on
past wrongs, but rather as an attempt to understand how this tragic event has shaped the
character and the vision of all of the Acadians of the world who are scattered over the
earth in 40 communities, and yet who still possess a vibrant culture.
Importantly, the Royal Proclamation, an act of contrition, is viewed as a closure to the
century-long debate over whether the Acadian Deportation was justified. Tellingly, no
one now argues that the deportation was "unfortunate but necessary" as British defenders
had long argued.
Every July 28 of each year, it is suggested that Acadians be inspired to reflect upon their
own recent historical experience: French was the predominant language in south
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Louisiana until it was forbidden by law to be spoken in public buildings and schools in
1916.
On December 9th we should pause for the 15th year to remember our Acadian ancestors
and be inspired by the suffering that they endured to ensure the continuation of our
Acadian heritage for generations to come. Vive l'Acadie!


Acadie Then and Now was named the 2015 winner of the prestigious
Prix France-Acadie. In Canada, the books in French or English
editions may be ordered from Jacques Ouellet of La Grande Marée at
email: jouellet@nbnet.nb.ca, or on the web at www.amazon.ca. In the
U. S., call (337) 233-5832, or email perrin@plddo.com



Upcoming Presentations by Warren and Mary Perrin
January 19, 2019, Algiers Historical Society (AHS) at 10 – 12 a.m., Algiers Regional
Library, Algiers, LA
May 18, 2019, Delta Theater at 10 a.m., Market Street, Opelousas, Louisiana



Let Acadian Museum Editing Services polish up your
written word. We provide proofreading and editing
services for all forms of written documents, from
brochures to school papers to full-length book
manuscripts. We work for international students and
faculty, business and government officials, high school and college students, or anyone who
needs a perfect written document. All profits go to the Acadian Museum. Call 337-501-3053
or email mlbperrin@gmail.com. Ask for Mary Perrin for more information.



NAP is currently seeking funding in support of the Summer 2019 Field Expedition. The New
Acadia Project (NAP) is a community-based investigation of the lost colony of Nouvelle
Acadie. In 1765 Joseph Beausoleil Broussard and more than 200 Acadian emigres settled along
the Bayou Teche near present-day Loreauville, Louisiana, establishing what became known as
Acadiana; the homeland of the Cajuns. At least 39 Acadians died soon after their arrival,
including Beausoleil. They were buried at their home sites, referred to as Le Premier Camp
d’en Bas, Le Dernier Camp d’en Bas and Camp appellé Beausoleil. Over the past four years,
NAP has discovered more than 24 sites on the Teche ridge, including 12 home sites with 18th
century artifacts, two abandoned graveyards, and five places of purported unmarked graves.
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Multiple lines of evidence now indicate one or more of these sites may be associated with
Nouvelle Acadie. The goals of this project are to advance scientific knowledge by investigating
evidence for the original Acadian home sites and graves of 1765, and to engage the community
and public in research with contemporary relevance. This will be accomplished through
historical, geophysical and archaeological investigations involving local residents and Acadian
descendants. Tax-deductible donations may be sent to the Acadian Museum at 203 South
Broadway, Erath, Louisiana, 70533.


We received this from Iva Clavelle: “I am working with Journeys and we have a wonderful
trip to the Congrès mondial acadien 10 days from August 8-17th flying into Moncton,
Congrès activities in Prince Edward Island and activities in Dieppe, we will also have tours
to Grand Pre the Evangeline Trail in Nova Scotia, tours to Pays de la Sagouine, Hopewells
Rocks. For more information, please call Iva Clavelle, 337 233-5521.”



A Cajun Christmas program featuring Steve Riley & The Mamou Playboys will be held on
December 14 at 7:30 p.m. at the Acadiana Center for the Arts. To purchase tickets, visit:
https://acadianacenterforthearts.org/ticketing/.



We recently were happy to learn that a Facebook web group called Racines Et Rameaux
Français De L’acadie, takes parts of La Parole and translates articles into French. See here:
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=2350603011623453&id=6328467967
32425&__tn__=K-R



Sadly, Bernard Landry died. He was a lawyer, economist, ex-Premier of
Québec, and friend of Louisiana who was always proud to say he was of Acadian
descent. While Premier of Québec Bernard had this Acadian Monument built in
the Québec capital:



The Auguste “Nonco” Pelafigue Foundation, Inc. will hold its annual meeting
Friday, December 7, 2018, after the 5:00 PM Vigil Mass of the Feast of the Immaculate
Conception at St. John Francis Regis Catholic Church in Arnaudville. The reception and short
meeting will be held after Mass in the Little Flower Auditorium, 234 Main Street, the same
location where Nonco held his many Sacred Heart Plays. The Auguste Nonco Foundation was
established in June, 2012, to continue Nonco’s tireless work in spreading devotion to the
Sacred Heart of Jesus, to promote the Pope’s monthly intentions, and to explore the cause of
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his canonization. We hope to see you there! For more information, go to the Website:
https://www.nonco.org/


Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/noncoauguste.pelafigue.

I received this email from Blake Thompson: “I am happy to tell you that the Museum Cafe
was chosen for the 2018 Best of Erath Awards in the category of cafeterias. The Best of
Erath Award was created to acknowledge the best businesses in our community. For
additional information please visit us at: https://erath.business-supporter.org/MDKMVUBC4-5LLL.” Congratulations to the owner Sonny Moss.



More than 100 community members turned out for a special presentation recently at the
University of Maine at Fort Kent by Yale Professor John Mack Faragher on the ethnic
cleansing of the Acadians. Faragher met with historians and other members of the community
about his research in Acadian history prior to the special presentation where he specifically
lectured on the Acadian removal and ethnic cleansing. In his book A Great And Noble Scheme
— The Tragic Story of the Expulsion of the French Acadians from their American Homeland,
Faragher tells the story of the Acadians between 1755 and 1763. That is the period when the
Acadians living in the maritime provinces of Canada “were hunted down, captured, scalped;
their homes, livestock, buildings and documents destroyed; their family members separated;
the families scattered throughout the hostile English Protestant colonies to the south.”



Cajun and Zydeco musician and Living Legend Richard Lebouef says people have a
misconception that only people who speak French, are Cajun. Lebouef knows all about the
Cajun culture. He's a Cajun and country musician who takes his accordion and band two step
on the road from Acadiana to the world.



The world knows the eight-parish area of Acadiana as Cajun Country. That's largely attributed
to a campaign launched in the 1980's marketing Lafayette as the heart of Cajun Country. That
campaign also included the history of the many cultures that make up Southwest Louisiana,
including the populated Creoles.



A celebration of excellence in Nova Scotian artistic achievements was held Nov. 10 at the
Olympic Hall in Halifax. The artistic theme for the 2018 Creative Nova Scotia Awards Gala
was Flow, which explored the concept of water as a metaphor for artists and their creations.
Award winning Francophone songwriter Ronald Bourgeois of Halifax, was awarded the
$25,000 Portia White Prize. Mr. Bourgeois received $18,000 and the remaining $7,000 was
awarded to his chosen protégé, la Société Saint-Pierre of Chéticamp, a historical society with
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a mandate to promote and preserve the Acadian culture and language. Visual artist Claude
Chaloux of Belliveau Cove, Digby Co. took home the $5000 Prix Grand-Pré whose work
reflects Acadian cultural values.


Paul Breaux, Secretary to the Board of Les Familles Bodin, Inc., reports that at a recent meeting
at Franklin a new Board of Directors was elected consisting of: Ellen Bodin Bayless,
Youngsville, La., Kenneth R. Broussard, Vidor, Tx., Debra Hardy Bodin, Youngsville, La.,
Nordine Patin Broussard, Lafayette, La., Jeron J. LaFargue, Lafayette, La., Dallas E. Bodin,
Jr., New Iberia, La., Larry D. Bodin, Franklin, La. Ellen Bodin Bayless was also elected
President, Kenneth Broussard as Vice President and Debra Hardy Bodin as Treasurer. The
outgoing officers with near 20 years of service are: Gaynell Bodin Barras of Loreauville,
Treasurer, Travis J. Callahan of Abbeville, Vice President, and Larry D. Bodin, President. The
association was formed in 1999 by Larry Bodin and Travis Callahan and holds a full
membership/reunion every two years, usually with 100 or so persons in attendance. A new
web site has been created by Kenneth Broussard, which can be viewed at
www.thebodinfamily.org.



Do you have a taste for France? Help LPB and the Council for the Development of French in
Louisiana preserve our state's French heritage and language with a holiday event on December
12th at the Acadian Center for the Arts in Lafayette unlike any other: Cognac & Christmas
includes a screening of a classic French tale and the exclusive launch of Marquis de La Fayette
Cognac in the United States. Four cognac varieties will be paired with an assortment of savory
appetizers and sweets. Be among the first in the country to toast the season with Marquis de
La Fayette cognac while supporting LPB and CODOFIL on December 13. The event will be
held in Baton Rouge at LPB studios. For tickets visit www.lpb.org/cognac or for more
information call 225-767-4214.



The 2019 Congrès mondial acadien (CMA) will be held in Prince Edward Island and New
Brunswick from August 10th to the 24th. As in past congresses, many Acadian families are
having reunions during this time. The Robichaud/Robicheaux/Robicheau family gathering will
take place in Shediac, New Brunswick on August 18th and 19th. This family gathering will
include genealogy workshops and conferences, games for all ages, Acadian music, food and
much more. Shediac is an ideal location for visitors, a beautiful seaside town only 15 minutes
away from Moncton and its international airport. For more information contact Marc
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Robichaud at Robichaud CMA 2019 Family Meeting Organizing Committee, 28, rue
Louisiane Street, Shédiac, N.-B. E4P 2A2 Canada, robichaudcma@gmail.com, 506-866-9020,
506-532-9441.


We received this email from Cheryl Broussard Perret:
Broussard Family Reunion
at the

“Please

join

us

at

the

Broussard

Family

Reunion

during

the

Congres mondial acadien on Wednesday, August 14, 2019 at the beautiful Solomon Gardens,
1830 Salisbury Road, Moncton, New Brunswick, E1E 4P7, Canada. (1-506-854-2390). We are
so excited for the opportunity to meet Broussard cousins from around the world! In particular,
we are thrilled to announce that the reunion is located along the Petit Coudiac River in the
vicinity where Joseph Beausoleil Broussard and his brother Alexandre once lived. This casual
event will be a meet and greet from 1-2:30pm; a 2:30 to 3:30pm special presentation about the
Broussard family in l’Acadie, post-exile and the history of the Broussard’s along the Petit
Coudiac River; an optional 4:30-5:30pm visit to the apparent sites of Beausoleil and Victoire
Villages; a 6pm Dutch treat meal at the Silver Fox in Salisbury. For more programming details
and to register for this free event, visit www.cma2019.ca, click on programs/ then families/
then

Broussard.

For

the

most

up

to

date

information

follow

us

at

https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Nonprofit-Organization/Broussard1873589112665412/ or email Cheryl Broussard Perret at campbeausoleil@gmail.com.”


This is a link to an article that appeared regarding Louisiana’s Acadian Day:
https://kadn.com/acadian-day-louisianas-least-known-holiday/



News from Daniel Paul: “I was going to wait to release this much longer edition of First
Nations Eighty Year Timeline, 1938 - 2018, which has links and much more information than
what was published in the November issue of Mi’kmaq/Maliseet Nations News until the day
before my 80th birthday on December 5th. However, in view of the First Nations selfgovernment conference now being held in Halifax, NS, I thought today would be a better time.
Also, I want to take this moment to remind all that it wasn’t a piece of paper called the Indian
Act that caused so much grief for First Nations Peoples to bear over the years since Canada
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was created in 1867 by the British North America Act, it was something far more sinister,
racism. Until very recent times the goal of all Canadian governments from 1867 onward, was
the extinction of our People by assimilation. Click to read and please distribute far and wide:
http://www.danielnpaul.com/FirstNationsTimeline.html.”


Threads in the Acadian Fabric is more than simply a family history; the author places the lives
of each of his ancestors in the context of the political and historical events of the time, so the
reader sees how historical events affected individual families. The first part (there are three)
especially, provides a good sense of the trajectory of the Acadian story and would be of interest
to anyone interested in Acadian history, not just in the Poiriers. The author, Simone PoirierBures has published three previous books, two of which, Candyman and Nicole, both
autobiographical fiction, have Acadian themes. Information about them is included on my
author website, www.simonepoirierbures.wordpress.com

Unfortunately, Threads in the

Acadian Fabric does not have a US distributor right now, but the book can be ordered through
Amazon.ca and Chapters. Indigo.ca.


We received this email from Gerard Martin: “Season 1 of the half-hour Acadian French sitcom (short for situation comedy) television series À la Valdrague, which is an Acadian
expression meaning gone into disarray or all in disorder — perhaps like how in English we
might say gone to the dogs or gone to pot or seed — is available for viewing courtesy of RadioCanada through Streema (www.streema.com/tv/Societe_Radio_Canada_RDI) or Google Play
(play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=tv.tou.android)

or

the

Apple

App

Store

(www.itunes.apple.com/ca/app/ici-tou-tv/id411538137) for viewing on phones and tablets and
some smart televisions. For more information about this original Acadian French language
comedy series that films in New Brunswick, you can go to the series website at Radio-Canada
(ici.radio-canada.ca/alavaldrague) or follow it at Facebook (www.facebook.com/À-lavaldrague-la-série-132330080710010). À la Valdrague is written by and stars Patricia Léger
with an ensemble cast.


Peggy Feehan sent this: “Chers amis, CMA2019 would like to know more about Louisiana
people’s priority to help them better organize the conferences during the CMA2019.
To that effect, they have a survey. They have it in French and in English. See below. Please
share with your folks, your stakeholders, your people, your friends, your committees. French
here: version française; English here: version anglaise.”
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Here is an informative email from Marty Guidry: “Bonjour Cousins, Attached is the Fall 2018
edition of Generations - the newsletter of Les Guédry et Petitpas d'Asteur. We hope that you
enjoy this edition. It contains updated information on our Reunion at Prince Edward Island
during the Congrès mondial acadien. There's also a compilation of sites in Nova Scotia, New
Brunswick and Prince Edward Island associated with the Guédry and Petitpas. You can register
on the CMA 2019 website under Family Reunions or using the form attached to this newsletter.
Two upcoming events in Louisiana - (1) On 22 January 2019 from 2:30 - 4:00 pm we will have
a Guédry program to discuss the upcoming Congress Mondial and other activities of the family.
There may be a short presentation about the Guédry family also. The meeting will be at the
South Lafourche Parish Library in Galliano, Louisiana. (2) On Saturday, 13 April 2019 from
9:00 am until 3:00 pm we will have a Guédry-Breaux-Hebert get-together in the Breaux
Bridge, LA area. We will have a short genealogy/history presentation. Lunch will be served
as well as breakfast snacks. Both events are free. We wish everyone a very joyous and safe
holiday season.”



The Louisiana Book Festival of 2018 was held on November 10, 2018 at State Library of
Louisiana and the Louisiana State Capitol.

Viola Fontenot, author of A Cajun Girl

Sharecropping Years, published by University Press of Mississippi, was part of the outstanding
book festival. Her book cover was featured on the "Wall of Books." Viola was one of three
panelist in the discussion group Gathering Strength, Memoirs of Resilience. She participated
in the book signing under the Barnes & Noble tent. Her next book signing and reading: Acadian
Village Noel, Chapel Performance Reading, 200 Greenleaf Drive, Lafayette. Date:
Wednesday, Dec. 12, 2018 -Time: 6:p.m. to 9: p.m.


Coming up on December 13th, le Jour du souvenir. On Dec 13, 1755, among the 3000
Acadians deported from Prince-Edward-Island, more than 600 Acadians died on that single
day (2 shipwrecks):
http://www.lavoixacadienne.com/index.php/communaute/2357-le-jour-du-souvenir-acadiensouligne-le-13decembre?fbclid=IwAR3A3QcjgZAChuUqe9OV1SPLQc4hBDFEp1IXsu5gF6PN73YPpa4
QUyMQTPY



Modern technology may finally help find the Acadians. Soldiers and civilians alike rest just
below the surface at the Garrison Graveyard at Fort Anne National Historic Site in Annapolis
Royal, but for the more-than 2,000 people buried at the fort, only 232 stones stand. Where the
8

rest are located has never been confirmed. A Dec. 3 collaboration saw Mapannapolis, the
NSCC’s Applied Geomatics Research Group, Boreas Heritage Consulting, and Parks Canada
come together for a day of historic proportions – literally. They were searching for the
Acadians. Boreas, an archeological consulting firm based out of Halifax, brought their groundpenetrating radar unit and started looking in a gridded area known by locals as the Saint Jean
Baptiste Parish Cemetery with active dates of 1632 to 1755. A monument near the fence on St.
George Street notes the cemetery later became the British Garrison Graveyard


Former President George H.W. Bush who died November 30 had ties here in Acadiana. The
CEO of Acadian Ambulance, Living Legend Richard Zuschlag, became close friends with the
41st president because of the post-Hurricane Rita recovery efforts. “George H.W. Bush loved
the people of Louisiana, particularly the Cajuns here in Acadiana. He believed they were
people who worked hard and had a good Christian life,” said Zuschlag. “And on the way back
he asked me how the people were doing recovering from Rita. Everybody was spending a lot
of time raising money for the people from Katrina but there wasn’t any one doing anything to
help the people out in Vermilion parish and Cameron parish, some of our rural areas. And I
kind of told him I felt bad. And so that put him in a position to where he wanted to get more
involved,” said Zuschlag.



The Council for the Development of French in Louisiana (CODOFIL) is pleased to announce
the Grand Reopening of its historic office following several years of renovation. This event
will take place this Saturday, December 8, from 5pm to 7pm at 217 West Main Street in
Lafayette. It is free and open to the public. CODOFIL will move back into the Old City Hall,
which was built in 1898 and is a National Register property. CODOFIL first moved there in
the early 1980s. In 2012, extensive renovations began and the building has been completely
remodeled. CODOFIL is delighted to return home! This event takes place as CODOFIL
celebrates its 50th anniversary in 2018.

Happy Holidays To All !!!!
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