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BILL SHITH / THE DALY IBERIAN
Warren Perrin, left, describes items salvaged from a home in

Erath destroyed by Hurricane Rita to Greg Lambousy, director

of collections of the Louisiana State Museum, Wendy Talley, a
volunteer with the state museum, and Ron Miguez, back-
ground, head of operations at the Acadian Museum of Erath.

Wednesday, August 9, 2006 ° New Iberia, Lz

BY CHRISTI LANDRY
THE DAILY IBERIAN

ERATH — Last year, hur-
ricanes Katrina and Rita
blew through South Lou-
isiana, forever leaving a
mark on its people and its
history, That history will be
explored in a new museum
exhibit that includes items
from Erath. '

A group of representa-
tives from the Louisiana
State Museum toured the
Acadian Museum Tuesday
afternoon to take a look at
artifacts from the storm.

“We realized, just like ev-

major event in the history of

bousy, director of collections
for the Louisiana State Mu-
seum. v

The Louisiana State Mu-
seum is working to compile
a traveling museum exhibit
thatoffers others around the
country a candid look inside
the damage and chaos vic-
tims of the gtorm suffered.

“We needed to collect ar-
tifacts and documentation
of both storms. We knew
that at some point-an exhib-
it would grow out of it. Qur
primary concern is to col-
lect information and arti-
facts from the storm,” Lam-
bousy said.

“We're investigating sou-
rees for artifacts from this

eryone else, that this was a’

Lowisiana,” said Greg Lamn- -~
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A display with items salvaged from a home detroyed by Hurricane
Rita surrounded by photographs of the flooding greeted visitors
from the Louisiana State Museum at the Acadian Museum in Erath.

Erath museum to help tell Rita’s story

area.”

The mark of Rita was espe-
cially felt locally when Del-
cambre and the town of
Erath flooded. Homes and
businesses were lost, but
lives were spared.

For the people of Erath,
the memory of Rita is all
too fresh, in a town where
homes are raised signifi-

- cantly and you can still spot

the spray-painted markings
left on'homes cleared by res-
cue personnel. .

- In the aftermath of Rita,
the country was wrapping
its mind around Katrina.
Many complained Rita’s
devastation often was for-
gotten.

Warrsn Perrin, a mem-
ber of the advisory com-
mittee working on the ex-
hibit, said it is gratifying
the country will get a
chance to learn about Ri-
ta’s devastation.

“Lthink that it shows a lot
of intellectual honesty on
the part of the board that
they saw fit to include Rita
in this exhibit and not neg-
lect it as so many other enti-
ties have,” said Perrin.

Perrin said the exhibit
will travel around the coun-
try and will return to the
Louisiana State Museum
where it will be a perma-
nent exhibit,

ARTIFACTS: Opening in 2008
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According to Lambousy, the
exhibit should open in early
2008.

“It’s a very interesting proj-
ect, and we’re at the early
stages of seeing where we’ll
go with it,” he said.

Coincidentally, Lambousy
was in Acadiana when Rita
hit last September.

“Actually I was in Lafayette
when Rita hit, soI was around
when it was happening. There
was great devastation, and
that story needs to be told,” he
said.

If anyone has any artifacts
he believes have a particular-
ly important story that
should be included in the
exhibit, call Lambousy at
(504) 599-1946.
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